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Du’a for Reading the Book 


Read the following Dua (supplication) before you study a religious 
book or an Islamic lesson, you will remember whatever you study, 

Jdj.3*- <dj Iff — )\\ 


y&\j diiJ^ tuid isSi 
^ U dix^j udi 


ZlranS fat ion 


Yd Allah Js -sS*-/ Open the portal of knowledge and wisdom for us, 
and have mercy on us! O the One Who is the most Honourable and 
Glorious! 


(Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40) 


Note: Recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI once before and after the Du’a. 


o^jj\ ok^JLn ^ 4-uL 1 j. 


14 Reading Intentions 


The Noble Prophet J* has said: flit CrQ^' i.e. a 

Muslim’s intention values more than his deed.’ 

( Al-Mu’ jam-id-Kcibir , vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 


Two Madani pearls 

❖ Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a righteous 
deed. 

❖ The more righteous intentions, the greater reward 

14 Intentions for reading this book 

1 . Before I start reading this book, I will glorify Allah J«3£, 

2. recite Salat, 

3. Ta’awwuz, and 

4. Tasmiyyah. (By reading two lines of Arabic given atop this page, 
these four intentions shall be acted upon.) 

5. I will look at the Quranic verses, and 

6. Ahadls. 
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7. I will read this book from beginning to end to please Allah W:-A. 

8. To the best of my ability, I will try to read it whilst in the state 
of Wudu, and facing the Qiblah. 

9. Wherever I read Allah’s name, I will invoke 

10. And wherever I read the Holy Prophet’s name, I will invoke 

“pLy 4li C. JUl . 

1 1 . (On my own book) I will underline important points as needed. 

12. I will try to persuade others to read this book. 

13. With the intention of acting upon this Hadis: i.e. give 

gifts to each other, it will enrich affection amongst you. (Muwatta 
Imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 407, HaclTs 1731) I shall buy this book (at least 
one or whatever number my financial situation allows) and 
pass on as a gift to others. 

14. If I spot any Shar’I mistake in this book, I will inform the 
publisher in writing. (To verbally inform the publisher or author 
about the mistakes is not so useful.) 


Al'Madina'tul'llmiyyah 


2l 'om: Shaykh-e-Tarlqat, Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, founder of Dawat-e- 
Islami, ‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas ‘Attar Qadiri 
Razavi Ziyai 


Dawat-e-Islami, the global and non-political movement for the 
propagation of Quran and Sunnah is committed to revive the 
Sunnah, to propagate the call for righteousness, and to publish the 
religious knowledge of Shari’ah in the entire world; and in order to 
execute all of these functions in an organised manner, various 
departments have been established and one among these diverse 
departments is “Al-Madina-tul-‘Ilmiyyah”, which is based on 
religious scholars and honourable Muftis and is endeavouring to 
provide educational, research based authentic publications. This 
department has the following six sub-units: 

1 . Department for Ala Hadrat’s books 

2. Department for curriculum books 

3. Department for reform books 

4. Department for translation 

5. Department for scrutiny of books 

6. Department for referencing of books 
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The first priority of Al-Madlna-tul-Tlmiyyah is to deliver the 
phenomenal and exceptional books of the erudite scholar Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan k&o-i&z as per the need of the current era in 
simple language and style. 

All Islamic brothers and sisters are requested to provide their full 
possible support in this educational, research based and publication- 
related Madam work and they are further requested to read the books 
published by this department and to motivate others to do the same. 

May Allah J«A grant Dawat-e-Islami and all its departments, including 
Al-Madlna-tul-Tlmiyyah success, growth, peace, prosperity and 
popularity and may Allah JUsA bless our virtuous efforts with the 
jewels of sincerity and make it a means of betterment in both worlds. 
May Allah JU-sA grant us martyrdom under the blissful shade of 
Gumbad-e-Khazra (the Green Dome), grant us burial in Jannat-ul- 
Baql’ and bless us with a place in Jannat-ul-Firdaus. 

rAi ffc iii ; \Sc. { yS\ 


**. **. jfk 


Preface 


The book in hand entitled yUu is an abridged 

compilation by Sayyiduna Imam Burhanuddln Zarnuji (^1^1 <ai)l 
on the topic of Islamic knowledge. He was bom in Zarnuj, 

a famous town situated after Khujand beyond Mawara-un-Nahr 
(the river Oxus) in Turkestan. Therefore, he was known as Zarnuji. 
He sAi asv was possessed of knowledge, asceticism, and piety. 
Amongst the Hanafi scholars, he was considered the most eminent 
scholar. Shaykh-ul-Islam Burhanuddln ‘Abul Hasan ‘All Bin Abu Bakr 
Marghinani jsrSis&ia was his erudite teacher. Imam Burhanuddln 
Zarnuji passed away in about 610 AH. 

In this book, he Jia ^ discussed the qualities of a student. Not 
only did he is 1 * identify the problems faced by the students 

during their studies, but he djfcJfcSj&iisvalso offered the viable solutions 
to overcome these problems. Additionally, he devised the 

ways as to how the students can gain piety, wisdom, frugality, and 
perseverance in acquiring Islamic knowledge. This is because when 
the students are enrolled in Jaml’at, they remain busy studying over 
there with great enthusiasm and several good intentions. But 
regretfully, Satan causes their enthusiasm and good intentions to 
reduce bit by bit, in which case some students no longer remain 
persevere in acquiring Islamic knowledge. Thus they began to have a 
lack of interest. The compiler is 1 * even discussed the ways and 

means, through which one can survive the attacks of Satan. 
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Moreover, in this book you will also find numerous advices and 
guiding principles of Islamic knowledge, Bills’Ll a!. Keeping the 

benefits in view, Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, founder of Dawat-e-Islami 
‘Allamah Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi 
persuades everyone to read this book. 


aL 5^sJ! Al-MadIna-tul-‘Ilmiyyah, a Majlis of Dawat-e-Islami is 
committed as much as possible to publish the exquisite and 
phenomenal books of our predecessors and saints of Ahl-e-Sunnat 
according to the need of the current era. Therefore, English 
translation of this book has been brought forward in view of the 
people’s benefit. Including bibliography, the book contains new 
composing, references of Ahadls, and correction of couplets and 
phrases in Arabic and Persian languages. For this tremendous effort, 
the Madam scholars of ‘Al-MadIna-tul-‘Ilmiyyah’ deserve plenty of 
praise and encouragement. May Allah AhA accept their effort and 
bestow a great reward on them! May Allah Js-sA enable them to 
redouble their efforts to serve the Din! 

pLj Jij jiE iiii J-i jl ^ &S\ 


fft)epa.rtment for fJransfation 


(Majlis Al-Madlna-tul-Tlmiyyah) 



AjIpwsI j dll (Jp j _lLL jJl^ (_^P 


All praises be to Allah J»S£ Who granted virtue to the children of 
Adam Ajl)I;uI£ over the whole universe through knowledge and 
action. Blessings and salutations upon Sayyiduna Muhammad 
JUs^bssfcJtsSiiiiJ?* and upon his family and companions who 

are the fountains of knowledge and wisdom. 

I have seen many students in my time who attempt to gain 
knowledge but do not reach their goals and thus become deprived of 
the fruits and benefits of knowledge. The cause for this is that they 
commit mistakes in the ways that they gain knowledge. They do not 
fulfil the conditions of gaining knowledge. The one who embarks 
upon the wrong path will eventually find that he is now astray and 
regardless of whether his goals were numerous or few, he will never 
be able to reach them. 

After doing Istikharah, I decided and deemed it relevant that I should 
elaborate upon the ways of seeking knowledge for students in light of 
what has come across my sight in various books and what I have 
heard from my capable teachers. It is my hope that the sincere 
students who are inclined towards learning knowledge will pray 
for my salvation and success on the Judgement Day. 

I named this book “pb&l Jj Jz ZiZs” meaning ‘Teaching the Student 

the Method of Seeking Knowledge’. In this regard, I have divided 
this book into various chapters which are briefly explained here: 
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1. A-Ls^9 j ^J..y0 9 

The reality of knowledge and jurisprudence, and its virtues 


2 ' pJjcJl JU- [| juSil j jjai 

Intention when seeking knowledge 


3 - o\3Jlj ^ \Ja\j pldl 3 

Selecting a science, a teacher, and class fellows and adopting 
steadfastness 


4. 


A_Lfeij pl*Jl j ij, 


Respect for knowledge and knowledgeable people 


5. 


y 9 9 9 *• 

J A_dil J (3 


Hard work, persistence and enthusiasm 


4_»_u ^5 j aj-CSj C3 J"* 25 

Ways of commencing a lesson, its sequence, and amount 


7. 


Importance of trust 


8 . 

Suitable time to gain knowledge 


$'p\ j 


C-Sj 3 J -^ 23 
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9 . 


j 4JLL*J' £3 J-* 25 


Importance and excellence of kindness and advice 


10 . 


oSlixl^h (j J*ks 


How to obtain benefit 


11. 


piikll aJU- 3 (j J-sks 


Piety when acquiring knowledge 


12 . 


ijlk-jJl Cjjji -lajtid Ikj j-^ 25 


That which improves memory and that which causes forgetfulness 


13 . 


( j^jLo \kj AjCUj lk-?J l_ -Jjtf; Ik J-^ 23 


That which brings livelihood and that which reduces it; that which 
increases it and that which decreases it 


44k akJ\ J dijS dlUSfl gjg Ik) 

From Allah Jm 3^ is my ability, upon Him is my trust and 
towards Him I turn. 




The reality of knowledge and jurisprudence, 
and its virtues 

The Beloved Prophet J* said: 


Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim male and female. 


O beloved student! You should be aware that it is not necessary upon 
every Muslim to learn all the sciences but it is obligatory upon a 
Muslim to gain religious information about those matters which he 
meets throughout his life. This is why it is said: 


The most virtuous knowledge is knowledge of one’s present condition 
and the most virtuous deed is the protection of one’s condition. 

So it is very important for a Muslim to learn those sciences which he 
needs in his daily life regardless of which occupation he has a link with. 
The first Fard upon a Muslim is Salah, therefore, it is obligatory upon 
every Muslim to learn at least that amount of knowledge in regard 
to Salah so that the Fard (of Salah) is fulfilled. In the same way, it is 



( Sunan Ibn-e-Majah, vol. 1, pp.146, Hadis 224; 
Al-Maqasid-ul-Hasanat, pp. 282, Tahat-ul-Hadis 66) 


Jlil IV jVIj Jlil V pLJl jVI 


i 
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Wajib upon every Muslim to learn that much information in regard 
to Salah which would allow that Muslim to fulfil that which is Wajib 
upon him. The procedure is that it is obligatory to learn the knowledge 
which becomes a cause for the fulfilment of a Fard action and it is 
Wajib to learn the knowledge which becomes a means for the fulfilment 
of a Wajib. The same procedure can be applied to the rulings in regard 
to Saum (fast) and if a person is blessed with wealth, then the same 
procedure can be applied to Zakah. In the same way, for those, who 
are merchants, the same rule will apply to the rulings in regard to 
trading i.e. it will be essential for them to learn those issues which will 
allow them to act upon the Faraid and it will be obligatory for them 
to learn those issues which will allow them to act upon the Wajibat. 

It was once said to Imam Muhammad “Your Eminence, 

please write a book on Zuhd (asceticism).” He a 1 ? replied, “I 

have written a book about the rulings relating to trading.” 

The meaning behind this was that the Zahid is he who saves himself 
from disliked actions and those actions in regard to which some 
doubt exists when doing trading. In the same way in all matters and 
actions “Zuhd” is preserving oneself from disliked actions and those 
actions which are doubted. When a person becomes involved in any 
type of trade or profession, then it is Fard upon him to gain knowledge 
to such an extent that it is possible for him to refrain from committing 
any Haram action. The spiritual conditions have the same rulings as 
the physical issues such as trust, repentance, and fear and pleasure 
of Allah jW>s etc. This is because the aforementioned conditions of 
the heart are such that a person faces them at all times. So as a result, 
possessing knowledge in regard to the situations of the heart is also 
Fard. 

The excellence of knowledge and its virtue is not hidden from 
anyone, as knowledge is a characteristic which is integrated with the 


The Path of Knowledge 


3 


human being. Other characteristics such as determination, bravery, 
generosity, power and kindness, etc. are found in both human beings 
and animals. Knowledge is that characteristic, through which Allah j*s5^ 
granted virtue to Sayyiduna Adam and ordered the 

angels to prostrate with reverence (Sajdah Ta’zimi) before Sayyiduna 
Adam 


Knowledge has attained virtue and excellence because it is a means 
of reaching piety (Taqwa) and it is due to Taqwa that a person 
becomes worthy of everlasting fortune in the court of Allah Js-sK 
This reality was described by someone in Arabic poetic verses 
whilst addressing Imam Muhammad Bin Hasan 




Seek knowledge, for indeed knowledge is beauty for those who possess 
it as well as virtue and a proof for all praiseworthy characteristics. 

odisili ' w? ssbj ^ cfc $ i 

And be someone who benefits every day more and more and swim in 
the oceans of benefits. 


jjJI Jj, jJjtS 

Learn Fiqh. (jurisprudence), for indeed Fiqh is the best of guides towards 
goodness and piety, and the greatest judge. 




OuloJLlI (J'd'frl t (JJ. (Sjjty 1 

/f is knowledge which is the guide to the paths of guidance. It is the fort 
that frees (one) from all calamities. 

OutpcJdl (J* JwSl \&>\) (jli 


For indeed one pious Faqih (expert of jurisprudence) is more severe upon 
Satan than one thousand worshippers. 
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Just as knowledge is a way of reaching piety (Taqwa), in the same way, 
other characteristics for example generosity, stinginess, cowardice, 
bravery, pride, humility, modesty, miserliness and wastefulness 
can only be recognised and differentiated between, through knowledge. 
Amongst the aforementioned characteristics, pride, stinginess, 
cowardice and wastefulness are Haram and Mamnu . Only through the 
awareness of the positive and negative aspects of these characteristics, 
one can save himself from them. Thus it is Fard upon every human 
being to learn knowledge in regard to these characteristics. 

Imam Ajal Sayyiduna Shahid Nasiruddln Abu Qasim wrote 

an excellent book 1 on ethics (Akhlaq). The revision of this book and 
memorising its articles is very important. 

As for those matters which are faced by a human being only at 
certain times, seeking knowledge in regard to these matters is Fard 
Kifayah i.e. even if some people in a city learn knowledge in regard to 
these matters; the Fard will be fulfilled from the rest of the people. If 
no one in the city gains knowledge in regard to these matters, then 
the people of the whole city will be sinful. It is obligatory upon the 
ruler of the time that he command the people in the city to seek 
knowledge in regard to these matters and compel them to learn. 

In order to explain the need for knowledge and its importance, an 
example is that the knowledge which is always faced by a person is 
like nutrition. Just as nutrition is essential for a human being, seeking 


1 The author’s abovementioned book, “Kitab-ul-Akhlaq” is not available nowadays. But 
if someone wishes to develop an awareness pertaining to hospitality, pride, self-denial 
and other matters related to the heart, he should obtain benefit from the cassettes of 
reformative discourses, books and booklets, etc. which have meaningful context of the 
ethical standards of conduct. Furthermore, in regard to these matters a detailed 
context is also available in the books, ‘Ihya-ul-'Ulum’ and ‘Kimiya-e-Sa’adat’ both 
written by Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Ghazall JlJijiii isvajk. 
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this type of knowledge is also essential. As for knowledge a human 
being sometimes comes across, that type of knowledge is like 
medicine. Medicine is only required when a person is ill. This is why 
it is necessary that there should be some people who have awareness 
of medicine. The same way, the knowledge which we sometimes 
come across, it is also necessary that people should have awareness of 
this. The example of Thn-e-Nujum (astrology) is like a disease; 
therefore, it is Haram to seek this knowledge. This is because seeking 
this knowledge cannot benefit nor can it cause harm because it is 
impossible to flee from Qada (judgement) and Qadr (destiny). 

It is important for every Muslim to always be in the remembrance 
of Allah JwS*- and in a state of supplication to Him as well as spending 
time reciting the Holy Quran and giving charity in the way of 
Allah which is something that gets rid of calamities. A person 
should ask Allah JisA for forgiveness and be someone who desires 
preservation of peace in this life and the next. This is so that Allah jfesfc 
will save him from calamities and afflictions as it is absolutely clear: 


The one who is granted (the ability of) supplication (Du’a), he will 
not be deprived of acceptance. 

If, however, it is written in destiny that a person will be afflicted with 
a calamity, then that person will certainly be afflicted. Allah Jm 5£ 
will bring ease in that affliction as a result of the Du’a and will grant 
patience. 

If a person wishes to learn that much Thn-e-Nujum, through which 
he will be granted the ability to access the direction of the Ka’bah and 
be able to recognise the times of Salah, then learning that much of 
Tlm-e-Nujum will be permissible. Learning medicine is also permissible 
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because this is also one of the necessary sources (of gaining good 
health). Just like other sources, the seeking of this source is also 
permissible. Treatment of illnesses is proven from the Noble Prophet 
JUs -jib ssfc Jts 5iai J* himself. It has been narrated from Imam Shafi’I 
a®' M kf-o- that he said, “Only two sciences are worthy of being 
studied ‘Ilm-ul-Fiqh (jurisprudence) to understand religious affairs 
and secondly, ‘Ilm-ut-Tib (medicine) in order to diagnose the human 
body. Aside from this, all other types of knowledge are fruits of 
congregations. 

Knowledge 


Knowledge is that characteristic, through which the remembered 
thing (the thing that is desired to be known) becomes apparent to 
the person who possesses (this characteristic) in its real form. 

Jurisprudence 


Jurisprudence is the cognition of the intricacies of knowledge with 
various practices. 




Sayyiduna Imam A’zam Abu Hanlfah -AT has defined Fiqh 

in the following manner: 



Fiqh is the awareness of the soul as to what is beneficial for it and 
what is harmful for it. 
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He has further stated that the purpose behind getting knowledge is to 
act upon it, and acting upon it is the forsaking of the world for the 
sake of the hereafter. A human being should not be unaware of 
himself and he should not be heedless in regard to those things 
which can cause harm and benefit in the world and in the hereafter. 
He should adopt those things which bring benefit to him in this world 
and in the hereafter whilst refraining from those things which can 
cause harm to him in this life and in the next. It should not be the case 
that his knowledge become evidence against him on the Judgement 
Day and through this knowledge, he will be tormented more. 

We seek Allah’s refuge from His displeasure and punishment. 

There are many verses and authentic Aliadis in regard to the virtues 
of knowledge. Due to the fear of prolonging the discussion, we have 
not mentioned them. 


Chapter Two 


Intention when seeking knowledge 

During the period when the student is seeking knowledge, there 
should be a purpose behind seeking knowledge. This is because 
intention is the basis of all situations as the Blessed Prophet 
has said: 


oldJL ju^i! id! 

Deeds are based on intentions. 
(SahTh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 5 , Hadis 1) 


In another Hadis, the Noble Prophet has stated: 


jt •R.'J Lo-Jl JL-Pl jj >" ' 

jj Sy>Cll (JUx-1 (j^ J (Jllx4 

dsJ! Idol! Jllc-1 


TTzere are many deeds which are perceived to be from the deeds of 
the world but they become from the deeds of the Akhirah through a 
good intention. And there are many deeds which are perceived to be 
from the deeds of the Akhirah but they become from the deeds of the 
world as a result of a bad intention. 


It is thus extremely important for a student that he should have 
intentions of pleasing Allah Js-jSs achieving success in the Judgement 
Day, ridding yourself and others of ignorance, reviving the Din, and 
saving Islam through knowledge, as the survival of Islam is possible 


8 
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through knowledge only. Asceticism and piety cannot be attained 
in the state of ignorance. 

My revered teacher, the author of “Al-Hiddyah”, Shaykh Burhanuddln 
recited the following verses of a poet before us: 


4 




A non-practising scholar is a very big trouble, but an ignorant 
worshipper is way worse than him. 






They both are a great strife one the earth for 
he who follows them in the Din. 


A student should always thank Allah Js-sS^ for comprehension 
and intelligence as well as for good health, and he should never 
intend to turn people towards himself nor should he intend to earn 
the worldly wealth. He should not intend to gain respect and dignity 
in the sight of those who possess status. Imam Muhammad 
has said: 


o Cf. $ ju\i Ji 


If all the people of the world become my slaves, I will free them and 
forsake their leadership. 


The reason for this is that the person who is blessed with the pleasure 
of knowledge and good action, then he will not turn towards the 
respect and reverence of the people. 

Shaykh Imam Qawamuddln Hammad Bin Ibrahim Bin Isma’il Saffar 
Ansari recited a stanza before us which is narrated from 

Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah 
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a l (j* Jjsi-J jtS 


a[aL*U J©A*JI 0JJ7 


Whoever learnt knowledge for the Judgement Day, he succeeded with 
blessings of guidance. 




[Xi 

x •• w > x •• 


There is loss for the one who seeks it (knowledge) in order to gain 
benefits from the people. 


It is accepted that one should not acquire knowledge due to social 
fame and status. However, if he is determined to achieve social fame 
and status in order that he can call people towards good and prevent 
them from evil easily, establish the truth, promulgate the Din and, 
moreover, if there is no wish to achieve high status, then it is permissible 
to achieve social fame and status so much that he can call people 
towards good and prevent them from evil. 

It is important for a student that he ponder over his intention and he 
should not be heedless in this regard. This is because knowledge is 
only acquired by a student through a great amount of effort and 
hardship; therefore, this knowledge should not be wasted in order to 
gain this mortal and belittled world. 



This is the world which is very little (in comparison to the Akhirah); its 
lover is extremely disgraced. 


a ? I * \T\ * 5 9 M ' 9 5 9^ 




It deafens a nation through its magic, while it blinds others. They are 
thus amazed without any purpose. 
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A student should not disgrace himself by desiring those things which 
have no benefit. He should always avoid those actions which can 
bring a disgrace to knowledge and on the knowledgeable people. 
Furthermore, a student should be humble, and humility lies between 
arrogance and self-deprecation. The details of these things can be 
studied in “Kitab-ul-Akhldq”. 


In regard to humility, Shaykh Imam Rukn-ul-Islam also known as 
Adlb Mukhtar vihiiMkf-t&iz recited the following stanza before me: 




Tawadu is from the characteristics of the pious people and through it they 

are elevated. 


(Jh^ 1 J* I I ft* ! 4jL> (3 <J^t> fit ojLfiaJl 


The strangest is he who does not recognise in his state (of arrogance) 
whether he is fortunate or unfortunate. 





(He is also unaware) of how his life and soul will end on the day of 
demise whether he will be amongst the degraded or the elevated. 




AJuo iZjjJrij J*£. J\f 


Pride belongs to our Rab and it is attributed to Him specifically therefore 
refrain from it and fear. 

Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah said: 





Enlarge your turbans and widen your sleeves. 
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The reason why the great Imam said this was that no one should 
consider sacred knowledge and knowledgeable people as inferior. 

It is beneficial for a student to carefully read Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam 
Abu Hanlfah’s book, “Kitab-ul-Wasiyat” that he wrote for Yunus 
Bin Khalid Samtl when he was returning home. 



The one who seeks it will find it. 


When I was returning home, our respected teacher, Shaykh-ul-Islam 
Burhan-ul-Aimma ‘All Bin Abu Bakr also advised me to 

write this will and therefore I wrote this will acting upon what he told 
me. Moreover, the reading of this book is extremely important for a 
teacher or Mufti, as it is in regard to dealing with the public. 


Chapter Three 


Selecting a science, a teacher and class fellows, 
and adopting steadfastness 


Selecting a science 

A student should learn the best of all sciences and at that time it 
should be most required in Islamic matters. Then he should learn 
that which is next most important; therefore a student should give 
preference to ‘Ilm-ut-Tawhld and Ma’rifah of Allah js-sK One should 
recognize Allah J«S ^ with evidence, as although the believer’s faith is 
honourable to us, yet it is necessary for him to recognize Allah JisSt 
with evidences, or else he will be a sinner. A person should adopt old 
traditions and refrain from new ones as the scholars have stated: 





Hold onto the old traditions and refrain from new ones. 


A student should not only concentrate on those issues in regard to 
which there is a difference of opinion and which arose after the demise 
of the great scholars, as this will lead the person to be far from Fiqh 
(jurisprudence). This will lead to him wasting his entire life along 
with creating hatred and enmity which is from the signs of the 
Judgement Day. Because of this type of dispute, knowledge and 
jurisprudence (‘Ilm and Fiqh) will be raised as has been narrated in 
the Hadis . 1 


1 The Beloved and Blessed Prophet alb jla &ii j* has stated, ‘Acquire knowledge 

before it is lifted because none of you is aware (of the time) when he is in need of the 
thing that he possesses. So, for you it is obligatory to acquire knowledge. Refrain from 
obeying your wishes, and desist from embracing Bid’at (innovation); never fall into 
spying anyone, and hold firmly the age-old (Islamic) traditions.’ (Kanz-ul-Vmmal, vol. 10, 
pp. 72, Hadis 28861 ) 
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Selecting a teacher 

A student should choose the most pious and elderly person to be his 
teacher as Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah selected Hammad 

Bin Sulayman after a lot of contemplation. Sayyiduna 

Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah -ASi M stated in regard to his 

teacher: 


S \ * 9 \ } 9 t S 9 ;2 ^ T 

I studied under Hammad Bin Sulayman. Thus the level of my 
knowledge increased. 


Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah -AS stated that he 

heard a physician of Samarqand saying, “A student who intended to 
go to Bukhara so that he could acquire knowledge sought my advice 
in this regard.” 

O beloved student! Just as that student sought advice, in the same 
manner, it is important for all students to seek advice on all matters. 
Allah ordained our Beloved Prophet JMiAi j* to take 

advice on all matters. Even though no one is more intelligent than 
the Holy Prophet Jests' j*, yet he was ordained to take advice. 

The Holy Prophet IsJ&iAi J* would take advice of the companions 

on all matters even on domestic matters. 

Sayyiduna ‘All said, “No person was destroyed as a 

result of seeking advice.” 

It is said that there are three types of humans - complete, half and 
incomplete. The complete human is he who is opinionated and seeks 
advice from others. The half human is he who is opinionated but 
does not seek advice. And the incomplete human is he who is not 
opinionated nor does he seek advice. 
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Imam Ja’far Sadiq once said to Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri 


that one should seek advice on matters from such people 
who fear Allah JU-sX 

O beloved student! Seeking knowledge is more virtuous and greater 
than any other task; therefore, seeking advice in this regard is 
extremely important. The intelligent physician whilst advising the 
same student said, “When you go to Bukhara, do not hasten in going 
to and coming from Imams, but you should rather spend approximately 
two months assessing the situation and then choose your teacher 
because if you begin to learn from a teacher without assessing the 
situation beforehand, then it is possible that after a while you no 
longer admire his manner of teaching and due to that, you leave 
him and go to another teacher which will lead to the deprivation of 
blessings in your knowledge. Therefore ensure that you contemplate 
for two months in regard to the selection of a teacher and seek advice 
from someone in this regard so that you do not have to turn away 
from the teacher who you choose. Thus there will be blessings in your 
knowledge and you will ensure that blessings reach others as well.” 

Perseverance 

O beloved student! You should be aware that perseverance is the root 
of all tasks but this is very difficult as a poet says: 


Every human being makes movements to reach heights but 
perseverance is a great (difficult) thing for men. 

Someone said that being patient for even one moment is very 
courageous; therefore, it is important for a student to learn from one 
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teacher with patience and persistence. He should also learn all his 
books with perseverance and should not leave any book incomplete. 
Whichever science he chooses, he should have perseverance in learning 
that science and he should not turn to any other science until he 
masters the science that he first chose. When a student lives in a 
particular city in order to gain knowledge, then he should not leave 
that city without a reason, as these things hinder the progress of 
acquiring knowledge. These types of actions will lead to a student 
becoming busy in unnecessary things and not only will they waste 
their time but they will also cause troubles to his teacher. A student 
should, therefore, be patient in regard to the desires of his inner self 
(Nafs) instead of acting upon them as a poet has stated: 


Indeed the desires are intrinsically disgraceful and the one upon whom 
all desires became prevalent, disgrace became prevalent. 

In the same way, a student should be patient upon the tribulations and 
calamities that he faces on his path of seeking knowledge. Someone 
said, “The treasures of favours and forgiveness are attainable after 
passing the bridges of tests.” A poet said: 


Knowledge cannot be acquired but through six (things). I inform you 
about them all clearly. . . 




9 





(The following six things are important for a student) 
...Intelligence, yearning, patience, sufficient wealth, guidance of teacher 
and a long period of time. 
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Choosing class fellows 

A student should choose such a person as his class fellow who is 
pious, works hard, and has a perfect character. A student should stay 
away from a lazy and useless person and especially he should refrain 
from the company of troublesome people who speak too much. A 
poet once said: 


aajjS JLu 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / 


Do not ask about (the condition of a man instead look at his companion 
for every person follows his companion. 


-> 4j jits j^a. b ^)l ^ 




‘If (his companion) is bad then immediately turn away from him and if 
he is good then accompany him. You will find guidance. ’ 


A 9 J 


alAJLj fof 


4jS)Li i 


‘Do not accompany a lazy person. There are many pious people who 
have become misguided as a result of another person’s misguidance. ’ 




‘The bad habits of an unintelligent person have quick effects upon the 
one who is intelligent just as if one places a hot coal into ashes, the hot 

coal becomes cold. ’ 


The Holy Prophet said: 


j \ Ajl 1 Ajbj^j 


Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 466, Hadis 1385 
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‘Every child is born on the Fitrat (nature) of Islam but his parents 
make him a Jewish, a Christian or a fire worshipper. ’ 

Someone wrote the following verses which are full of wisdom: 

‘A bad friend is worse than a dangerous snake. The true is the Being of 
Allah Who is Self-Sufficient.’ 




V'' p 


‘A bad friend brings you towards the fire of Hell. Choose a pious friend 
so that you can achieve Paradise. ’ 


Another poet said: 




‘If you wish to find knowledge from those who are blessed with it or (if 
you wish to find) a witness who is informing of the unseen. . . ’ 


• ^ 5 • ^ ^ * 


jjipS 


. . then comprehend (the situation of a land through the names (of its 
dwellers) and comprehend a person through his companions. ’ 


Chapter Four 


Respect for knowledge and knowledgeable 
people 

O beloved student! A student cannot acquire knowledge nor can he 
benefit from it until he respects knowledge, the knowledgeable people 
and his teacher. Someone said: 


Whoever received anything received it through respect and nothing 
is lost but through the lack of respect. 

It was said: 


A person does not become an unbeliever through sins, but rather he 
becomes an unbeliever when he considers sins as inferior. 

Respect for teacher 

O beloved student! Respect for your teacher is in actuality respect 
for knowledge. Sayyiduna ‘All has stated: 


“I am the servant of the one who teaches me one word. If he wishes, 
he can sell me, free me or if he wishes he can keep me enslaved. ” 



“Respect is better than obedience. ” 
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On this, I, the author, have written the following stanza: 



I I <5^1 

i * 


‘I consider the rights of the teacher as the greatest of rights and I 
obligate its safeguarding upon every Muslim. ’ 





‘It is befitting that he be given one thousand dirhams as a gift for 
teaching one word. ’ 


O beloved student! Indeed the one who taught you even one word 
from the necessities of the Din is your religious father. Our teacher, 
Shaykh Sadlduddln ShlrazI used to narrate from his 

Shuyukh (teachers) that the person who desires that his son should be 
an Islamic scholar, he should look after and respect the jurists who are 
financially weak. In order to ensure that their needs are met, he should 
continuously give something to them. If his son does not become an 
‘Alim (scholar), his grandson will surely become an ‘Alim. The 
teacher’s respect includes that a student should avoid walking in front 
of his teacher and sitting where his teacher sits. Without permission, 
the student should not begin talking to his teacher nor should he 
speak excessively in the presence of his teacher without permission. 
When the teacher is worried then at that time, the student should 
not ask any question but instead take the present situation into 
consideration. A student should not knock on the door of his teacher, 
but rather he should be patient until the teacher comes out. 


A student should always keep in mind the pleasure of his teacher and 
refrain from tire displeasure of his teacher. Apart from the disobedience 
of Allah WW, the student should obey his teacher in all other matters. 
Indeed one cannot obey a person for something which is an act of 
disobedience to Allah as the Noble Prophet said: 
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J \Z\\ C' ? i 

Lo «U ^ ~Xj O ^ 1 ^ 


“ 77 ze worsi of people is he who destroys his religion for the 
(improvement of the) world of someone else. ” 


Respecting the relatives and children of the teacher is the same as 
respecting the teacher. Our respected teacher, the author of Al- 
Hidayah’, Shaykh-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Burhanuddln sai)l j 
narrated a parable of an erudite Imam amongst the Imams of Bukhara 
that he was present in a gathering where something religious was being 
discussed while he suddenly stood and then sat. He did it a few times. 
When people asked the reason, the Imam replied that his beloved 
teacher’s son was playing outside with other children. Sometimes whilst 
playing, he would come in front of the Masjid. When the Imam 
would see the child, he explained that he would stand out of reverence 
for his teacher. 


Imam Fakhruddln Arsa Band! was a leader of Imams 

(Ra’is-ul-Aimma) in the city of Marawi and he Jfc&A'aW was immensely 
respected by the king of his time. He used to say that he attained this 
status because of the service he rendered to his teacher as he cooked 
food for his teacher for the period of three years but due to reverence 
for his teacher, he never ate anything from that food. 

Shaykh Shams-ul-Aimma Halwani was stricken with an 

affliction, due to which he left Bukhara and lived in a village. During 
his stay in the village, his students continuously came to visit him but 
one student, Shaykh Shams-ul-Aimma Zarnuji did not 

manage to visit. Shams-ul-Aimma Halwani 41^1 <>gi later asked 
Shams-ul-Aimma Zarnuji why he did not visit him and he 

received the reply that Shaykh Zarnuji u's*' A’ ^ ^ had been busy 
serving his mother. Shaykh Halwani ^ said, ‘You will be 


The Path of Knowledge 


22 


blessed with a long life but you will not have an enlightened class.’ 
This is what occurred as Shaykh Shams-ul-Aimma Zarnuji 
spent most of his time in the villages and he did not manage to 
establish a system of learning and teaching anywhere. This is because 
the person who becomes the cause for his teacher’s discomfort will be 
deprived of the blessings of knowledge. Such a person cannot fully 
benefit from knowledge either as a poet has stated: 


1 ^ CwJaJI^ ml 

•* / 7 , > •• ^ * ** > ^ 


'A teacher and a doctor, they both do not give advice when they are not 

revered. ’ 





• **/ ^ ' s 


‘Be patient upon your illness if you wrong your doctor and be content 
with ignorance if you wrong your teacher. ’ 


It is narrated that the Caliph Harun Rashid sent his son to seek 
knowledge from Imam-ul-Lughat Asma’I. One day, Harun Rashid 
saw that Asma’I was performing Wudu and washing his feet whilst 
the son of Harun Rashid was pouring water for him. Harun Rashid 
complained to Asma’I saying, ‘I sent my son so that you would teach 
him knowledge and respect so why didn’t you command the boy to 
pour water with one hand and wash the feet with the other?’ 


Respect for book 

Respect for a book is in essence respect for knowledge. A student 
should never touch a book without purity. 

It is narrated by Shaykh Shams-ul-Aimma Halwani c|i^i fC<>gi who 
said that he received the treasures of knowledge through respect and 
reverence as he never even touched a piece of paper without being 
in the state of Wudu. 
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An incident occurred in the life of Shaykh Shams-ul-Aimma Imam 
Sarkhasi when his stomach was upset. It was his habit that 

he would revise and debate over books during the night. The night 
when the Shaykh’s stomach was upset, he performed Wudu seventeen 
times because he did not revise without Wudu. 

The pious predecessors had so much love for Wudu because just as 
knowledge is Nur (light), Wudu is also Nur. Thus the light of 
knowledge further increases as a result of being in the state of Wudu. 

It is extremely important for a student that he do not put his feet 
towards the books that he is learning. The books of Tafsir (exegesis) 
should be put above all other books out of respect and nothing should 
be put on such books. 

Our respected teacher, Shaykh Imam Burhanuddln W 
narrated from one of his Shuyukh that a jurist had a habit of putting 
his inkpot on his book. The Shaykh said: ^ i.e. you would not be 

able to benefit from knowledge. 

Our respected teacher, Shaykh Imam Ajal Fakhr-ul-Islam Sayyiduna 
QadI Khan used to say, ‘Placing an inkpot on top of a book 

is permissible as long as the intention is not because of considering 
knowledge as inferior. It is better for one to avoid doing such a thing. 

It is also extremely important for a student that he should have a 
beautiful handwriting and he should not write in small and illegible 
handwriting. He should not leave the area of footnotes, etc. empty 
unless there is a need. 

Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah once noticed a 

person who was writing in extremely small handwriting. Imam-e- 
A’zam Abu Hanlfah said to him, “You should not write 

in such a bad manner, as if you stayed alive, you would be ashamed 
due to this handwriting and if you were to die, you would be 
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recollected with harsh words. When you would be old and your eyes 
would become weak then you would be ashamed of this action.” 

Shaykh Majduddin SarhakI Ail is narrated to have said, 

“Whenever we wrote carelessly in small and illegible handwriting, 
we gained nothing but shame. Whenever we selected a small part of a 
long discussion, we felt ashamed and whenever we did not compare 
a piece of writing with the actual manuscript, we were also ashamed.” 

O beloved student! It is appropriate that a book should be square- 
shaped, as that was beloved to Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah 
!l saIjI djlc-. Picking up such a book, placing it and revising it can 
be done with ease. A student should not use red ink, as this was not 
the way of the pious predecessors but was the way of the philosophers. 
A few of our Shuyukh considered the use of red ink as being Makruh 
(disliked). 

Respect for class fellows 

Respect for class fellows is also respect for knowledge. Remember, 
flattery is a condemned action but if there is a need to flatter someone 
in order to learn knowledge, then in this situation a student is advised 
to flatter his teacher or fellow student Islamic brothers so that he can 
benefit from them. 

A student should listen to words of wisdom with respect and 
reverence even if he has heard one religious issue or one word a 
thousand times before. 

It is a statement of a wise man, “The person who upon hearing a 
discussion full of knowledge a thousand times before, does not respect 
that discussion in the way that he respected the discussion when he 
first heard it, then such a person is not worthy of knowledge.” 
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If a student wishes to learn a new science, he should not choose that 
science from his own opinion, but he should rather place this 
situation before his teacher, as a teacher has a lot of experience in this 
regard. The teacher is fully aware of which science is relevant and 
which task the student is able to fulfil. 

Our respected teacher, Shaykh Burhanuddln used to 

say, “The students of the early generations used to place their 
educational matters in the hands of their teachers and that is why 
they reached their goals and fulfilled their aims. Today, the students 
attempt to reach their goals without guidance from their teachers, 
thus these types of students do not reach their goals nor do they 
have any awareness in regard to knowledge and jurisprudence. 

It is narrated that Imam Muhammad Bin Ism’ail Bukhari 
would go to Imam Muhammad jijiaiiiisvssfc and learn Kitab-us-Salah 
in Fiqh. When Imam Muhammad qA saw that it was in the 

nature of Imam Bukhari that he had little interest in Fiqh 

but he had an inclination towards the science of Hadis, Imam 
Muhammad told Imam Bukhari to go and learn Tlm-ul- 

Hadis. This was the great insight of Imam Muhammad 
who saw the interest of Imam Bukhari in ‘Ilm-ul-Hadls. Thus 

when Imam Bukhari M followed the advice of his teacher 
and began to learn Tlm-ul-Hadls, the world saw his prominence in 
the science of Hadis. 

A student should not sit extremely close to his teacher without a 
reason during lessons. There should be a distance of a bow between a 
teacher and a student, as there is more respect with this type of 
seating arrangement. 

A student should refrain from condemned characteristics because such 
characteristics are like dogs and the Blessed Prophet J* 

said: 
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ji ^ A&id! Ji-jj ^ 

‘T/ze angels do not enter 
that house in which there is a dog or a picture. 1 ” 

Knowledge can only be acquired through the angels. Therefore, a 
person should stay away from the condemned characteristics. In order 
to learn about bad manners, a person should read Kitab-ul-Akhlaq, 
as it is not possible to explain the condemned characteristics in this 
concise book. A student should especially refrain from arrogance, as 
it is impossible for someone to acquire knowledge through arrogance. 
A poet said: 






‘Knowledge is an enemy for an arrogant youth just as the flowing of 
water is an enemy for a tall building. ’ 


A student should work extremely hard as a poet said: 


if ^ <J^ 

^ ^ ^ / / ^ ^ ^ / 

‘Through my effort (I reach success) not through the effort of others. 
Would I have any success without my effort being included?’ 





w 9 9 s*' s' 

>=* 




‘There are many slaves standing in place of free men (through their efforts) 
and there are many free men standing in place of slaves (through 
heedlessness and laziness). ’ 

44 44 44 
44 44 44 


1 Sahih Muslim, pp. 1165, Hadis 2106 


Chapter Five 


Hard work, persistence, and 
enthusiasm 

It is very important for a student to work extremely hard, to remain 
punctual upon this, and to remain steadfast. As Allah Js-sV- has 
stated in the following Ayah: 



“And those who strove in our way - We shall surely show them 
Our paths. ” 

[Kanz-ul-hnan ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 21, Surah Ankabut, Verse 69) 

He has stated further: 

Jo* 


“O Yahya, hold onto the book firmly. ” 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 16, Surah Maryam, Verse 12) 

It is a famous saying: 

j j i jdl ’fff iff J ff 

“Whoever sought something and worked hard for it, he will find it. 
Whoever knocked on a door and persisted, he will enter it.” 
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In the same way, another wise man said: 

^ ' ^ -XjJj 

“The amount you desire something you will gain what you desire.” 

It is said that in order to seek something or understand it, there is a 
need for the effort of three people. The three people are: 

1. The student 2. The teacher 3. The parents 


Sayyiduna Shaykh Sa’Iduddln ShlrazI a®' s-h' *di once recited 
before me a few wise verses written by Imam Shafi’I: 




y»\ C& Jo d-d I 


‘Effort brings close every matter which is far and effort opens 
all closed doors. ’ 




ij* ' m) Li ' (3^ &>}} 


‘Amongst the creation of Allah the one who is most afflicted with 

grief and a tightened life is the one who is hardworking and full of spirit. ’ 


i ^ ^ * 

‘Amongst the proofs of Allah’s judgement and His command is the hard 
condition of a wise man and the prosperity of a stupid man. ’ 


\'aJ> I (J j j & (1>^ 


‘Through the granting of intelligence, (the intelligent person) is deprived 
of prosperity. Two opposite entities (intelligence and prosperity) cannot 

gather together. ’ 
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Another poet has said: 


1-u.tT' I* 


‘If you desire to be a Faqih (jurist) and Munccir (debater) without 
struggle then this is your insanity. ’ 

‘When wealth cannot be acquired without hardship and you bear 
hardship for it, then how can knowledge be acquired (without hardship)?’ 


Abu Tayyib has said: 




“I never saw any fault amongst the faults of the people (worse than) the 
inability of those who have power to fulfill (a task) but it was left undone. ” 

Staying awake during the nights is also extremely important for a 
student as a poet has said: 










‘According to the amount of effort, you will gain elevations and the one 
who seeks elevations stays awake at night. ’ 


<J Si) 1 4 ^ clr® ' (J® 3*^. 




‘You aim for respect then you sleep at night? The one who seeks pearls 

dives in the ocean. ’ 




^ ^ 






‘Elevation is through high aims and a person’s respect is in the 
awakening of the night. ’ 
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0 ^ 


‘ The one who aims for elevation without effort, he wastes his life 
seeking something which is impossible. ’ 






‘I left sleeping at night O my Rab for Your pleasure, O Patron of all patrons. ’ 


‘Grant me the ability to learn knowledge and take me to the fullest height. ’ 

It is a saying of a wise man: 

“Be Bwsy f/ze whole night, you will receive your desires. ” 

O beloved student, I also wrote in this regard: 

‘Whoever wishes that his desires are all fulfilled, then he should spend 
his nights in order to gain them all. ’ 




‘Decrease your food so that you can gain some benefit if you wish to 
gain perfection, O friend! ’ 
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A wise man has said: 


Alii ^ jJLs (Jllil Alujj ^y> 


“The person who keeps himself awake at night then his heart is 
pleased during the day. ” 


O beloved student! In order to seek knowledge it is important that 
you learn during the early and latter part of the night. This is because 
the time between Maghrib and ‘Isha as well as the time of Sahrl (prior 
to dawn) are both periods of great blessings. A poet has said: 






“O student! Hold onto piety, turn away from sleep and turn away from 

eating fully.” 




“Continue to learn (through revision and discussion) and do not separate 
from this as it is through such learning that knowledge is established 

and raised. ” 


A student should take more and more benefit during his early days 
of youth as a poet has stated: 


^ (I*** 


IjJIj 


“According to effort, you will be granted what you aim for. The one who 
aims for many goals stays awake at night.” 


'Site'S x lo-sJi&if 




Take it for granted that the days of a life are temporary so benefit from 
them, as a temporary thing is not long-lasting. 
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A student should also ensure that he do not put himself through too 
much hardship and should not place an extreme amount of burden 
upon himself which will lead to him being unable to do anything. 
He should be soft in regard to this matter, as softness is the origin of 
all things. The Holy Prophet JUs^bsssfcJtsSsiii J* has said: 


Jji jJ \jjb u)| ^ 

l Ji>\ N (jll ajjl bSIIjC- 


“Aware, this religion is strong. Walk on (the path of the religion) 
gently. Do not make the worship of Allah a burden upon 
yourselves. ’ 


The Prophet jisSaii J* then gave an example of a person who 

places a lot of goods on his animal, due to which his animal becomes 
weak and thus this person is separated from those who are travelling 
with him and now his condition is such that he cannot cross the 
lands nor can he keep his animal alive . 1 

The Holy Prophet JUs^WfcJtsSsiii J* has said: 




“Your inner self(Nafs) is your animal therefore be soft with it. ” 

A student needs to have strong convictions and aims when learning 
knowledge. Just as a bird needs its wings in order to fly high, a student 
needs strong aims in order to reach heights. 


I<anz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 3, pp. 20, Hadis 5374 
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Abu Tayyib has said: 









“According to the strength of the convictions, you will reach the great 
matters and according to the virtue of a person he reaches nobility.” 



tjbjlautf 1 ^oJaadT} 


“Even the smallest of matters seem great in the eyes of the one who has 
little conviction whilst even the greatest of matters seem small in the 
eyes of the one who possesses great conviction. ” 


O beloved student! In order to gain anything, strong conviction and 
extreme struggle are pivotal. If a person has the conviction to 
memorise all of Imam Muhammad’s books and he works extremely 
hard and persists in this aim, then it is a certain fact that if he is not 
able to memorise the book word to word, he will at least be able to 
memorise the majority of the book or at least half. If, however, a 
person has great aims but he does not work hard in order to fulfd 
these aims or he works hard but does not have any aim, then both 
of these types of people will not gain anything but a little amount of 
knowledge. 


Shaykh Radluddln Nayshapurl has narrated an incident 

in his book, ‘Makarim-ul-Akhlaq’ that Sayyiduna Zulqarnayn 
ddejUssA'a 'x-o- intended to travel in order to gain control over the East 
and the West. He sought advice from the wise men as to what he 
should do. Zulqarnayn said, “I think I may be travelling 

uselessly in order to gain a bit of a kingdom as this world is little, 
mortal and extremely disgraceful. To gain (the wealth and authority 
of) this world is neither a great task nor is its attainment from the 
highest of achievements.” The wise men then advised him, “It would 
be extremely beneficial to travel in order to raise the word of truth 
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as this would be a means of attaining the blessings of this world and 
the hereafter.” Upon hearing this, Zulqarnayn said, “This 

is surely the best idea.” 


The Holy Prophet said: 

* ■> * 9 * * \ ) c 

1 4-9 L-jJLai j ('JlaLa < ol 


“Indeed Allah Js-A 2 - loves the greatest of matters and detests the 
inferior matters.” (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 3, pp. 131, Hadis 2894) 

A poet has said: 

Do not rush into your matter and keep struggling for it, as the 
crookedness of a stick is straightened through a determined effort. 

Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah M ka-o- *&. once said to 
Imam Abu Yusuf ajfcJfcMiiis 1 *, ‘You were not intelligent but your effort 
and persistence pushed you forward; therefore, always stay away from 
laziness, for laziness is a great calamity and it is wretched.’ 

Shaykh Imam Abu Nasr Saffar Ansar! isff has stated in his 

stanza: 




‘O soul, O soul! Do not delay in carrying out good deeds, being just and 
doing favours upon others when you are free. ’ 


‘All those who carry out good deeds are envied whilst each lazy person 
is (embroiled) in affliction and misfortune. ’ 
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I have also written in this regard: 

§)£. Jl; 0^1 6^ ^ 

'O mi/ souZ, forsake laziness , otherwise remain amongst the disgraced. ’ 

9 fi < 9 * . 9, 9 < 


' e tj 'y* 




‘I have not seen the lazy people being granted anything besides shame 
and being deprived of desires. ’ 


& (jLlj'iU >«dO j>$ '} j-4^- '} & s&f 

' ' ' * # # ' 


A human being earns shame, weakness and regret, including other 
negative qualities due to his laziness. 


<J^ 4llc. jj: Jj Uj Ui 4^ii ^ I j e!(j I 


Do not be Zazy in debating to get rid of a doubt. What you know (then 
-uJ-l disj and as for that which is further from your understanding) then 
ask (the knowledgeable people). 

The pious predecessors JusaIji have stated, “One reason for the 
development of laziness is lack of concentration upon the virtues of 
knowledge. Therefore, a student with persistence should concentrate 
on the virtues of knowledge as well. 


O beloved student! Wealth is something which will perish as Amlr-ul- 
Muminln Sayyiduna ‘All Bin ‘Abi Talib W has stated: 

JU AT cSU j jilt IsJ Uli miJ Ul^>j 

‘We are pleased with the distribution of our Rab amongst us. We have 
knowledge, while the enemies have wealth. ’ 
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‘Indeed wealth wdl soon perish, while knowledge will remain forever.’ 


In comparison to wealth, a person becomes known as a pious person 
through beneficial knowledge which continues even after his death, 
thus this is everlasting life. 


Muftl-ul-Aimma Sayyiduna Shaykh Zahlruddln Hasan Bin ‘All 
4'^'i i-wu-gJ also known as Marghlnanl has stated: 




“The ignorant (are such that) they are dead before their (actual) 
death. The scholars (are such that) even after they (physically) die, 
they are alive. ” 


Shaykh-ul-Islam Burhanuddln has stated; 


jyfa. J^-3 


Liili 


f&t o> OjJl p J4f I jj 


“And in ignorance is death for the ignorant prior to death and their 
bodies are like graves prior to (their actual) graves." 


j 


;Jd\\ aS jzSj 




“And a person who does not possess knowledge is a dead body and 
there is no resurrection (in terms of rewards and blessings) for him 
when resurrection will occur. ” 
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A poet has stated: 




<— ) Cod) Allo^ 


4jy> 


The possessor of knowledge is forever alive after his death even if his 
bones have decayed beneath the soil. ’ 


The ignorant is dead whilst he is walking on the earth. He is perceived 
to be from those who are alive whilst he is (actually) extinct. ’ 


Another poet has said: 



Life of hearts is knowledge; therefore, acquire it. Death of hearts is 
ignorance so refrain from it. 

Shaykh-ul-Islam Burhanuddln has stated: 





jpi \l 


“The possessor of knowledge has the greatest rank amongst all the 
ranks and all other ranks are temporary like leadership and 
governance. ” 


** 9* 9 9 9 \ ^ * s' s’ } L* i 9 9 9 ) s’ 

l— d-%^- 3 oyc- ffn 


“The possessor of knowledge, his reverence remains and increases 
whilst the ignorant, after death he is beneath soil. ” 


dlj do dj % 




“The leader of a nation and the commander of an army cannot 
reach the end of knowledge.” 
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Is A-jsIa 3 2 *- 1 *‘—z=lSs- 


“I will write a few virtues of knowledge for you so listen as I am 
limited from recollecting all the virtues of knowledge. ” 




“It is light (Nur) and all Nur guides (away) from blindness, while the 
ignorant people throughout their lifetime cross the darkness of 
ignorance. ” 






l£JI 


[^3)\ -yA ILa-iJl Sfl »aS1 1* 


“Knowledge is an extremely high peak which grants refuge to whoever 
desires it and (therefore the one who desires knowledge) walks on (the 
paths of) calamities safely. ” 


yf (spy. 3 




“(Only) through knowledge can a person seek salvation, while 
humans are lost in heedlessness. It is through knowledge that one 
has hope when the soul is between the bones (at the time ofNaz’a’ - 
departure from this world).” 


9 1 i _ ) 1 j 4 1 p W . 1 ^\. i < 0 *^1 1 Aj 


“It is through knowledge that a human being will intercede for a 
person who had left the world (and went) to the lowest part of Hell, 
the worst of results. ” 
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< JUalJI ji ejl>- ( j- A J 


I4JS" Ojllll A^\j f yLs 


“The one who aimed for knowledge (it is as though) he aimed for all 
purposes and whoever gathered knowledge, he has achieved all 
aims. ” 


< 


lUlc 


OjjJJ (j 
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111 



“Knowledge is the greatest rank so O wise person! When you attain 
it, then do not care about the loss of other ranks. ” 


^\yL j| *j£. jd*Jl oVi dJall 0V3 


“So if you lose the world and the best of its blessings, turn your eye 
away, for indeed knowledge (you possess) is the best of bestowed 
blessings. ” 

Another poet has said: 


✓ ' ''z' / ^ 


iLplU lil 


‘When the knowledgeable people gain reverence through knowledge, then the 
science of Fiqh is the best and most worthy of being a means of reverence. ’ 


(J jCS ^3 Ji-IaJ j^Js J/S 


‘Many perfumes give fragrance but none is like Musk. Many birds fly 
but none is like an eagle. ’ 


Another poet has said: 


8 3? IS cot 


‘Understanding is the most valuable of things which you are gathering. 
The one who learns knowledge, his glory is not destroyed. ’ 
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‘Earn for yourself that (knowledge) which you do not know, for indeed 
beginning and end of knowledge is good fortune. ’ 


Whatever has been written in regard to the pleasure of knowledge is 
enough to incline the person who has wisdom to learn knowledge. 


The ways to decrease phlegm 

1. Phlegm and other such things cause laziness in the body of a 
human being. The most experimented precaution for this is to eat 
less. According to one narration, seventy Prophets are unanimous 
in the fact that being very forgetful is due to having too much 
phlegm. Phlegm is caused by the drinking of too much water 
and drinking water too much is as a result of eating too much. 

2. Another way to decrease phlegm is to eat dry bread. 

3. To eat raisins on an empty stomach is beneficial in order to 
decrease phlegm. 

4. Doing Siwak (using Miswak) gets rid of phlegm and increases 
eloquence and memory. Using Miswak is a very beautiful 
Sunnah and due to this the reward of Salah and recitation of the 
Holy Quran increases. 

5. Vomiting gets rid of phlegm and such things. 


The person who wants to make it a habit to eat less, he should keep 
the benefits of eating less before him. Amongst the benefits of eating 
less is good health, being chaste and having the chance to make great 
sacrifice (Isar). 


lab s~\ ( j _ a j- 11 g\ Li 


9\ ' S i S\ ' S i 
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“Shame! Shame! Shame! The misfortune of a person is due to eating.” 
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It is narrated that the Noble Prophet JU*=dWkJtsS*iii j* said: 



“Allah detests three people without any (other) fault: the 
person who eats too much, the stingy person and the arrogant. ” 


A person should take into account the harms of eating too much food 
along with considering the benefits of eating less. Amongst the harms 
of eating too much food are facing various illnesses and feeling heavy. 
It is said: 


4^15 i-O 

“Filling of the stomach causes the concentration (of a person) to go." 

It is narrated from the Hakim Jallnus that a pomegranate has a lot of 
benefits in it, while there are lots of harms in a fish. However, eating a 
little amount of fish is better than eating a lot of pomegranates. 

Amongst the harms of eating too much, a great harm is the waste of 
money. To eat after already having a full stomach is absolutely 
harmful. Such a person deserves punishment in the Judgement Day. 
Furthermore, the person who eats too much is disliked. 

It is worthy of mentioning that in order to decrease the amount of 
food we eat, fatty and greasy food should be used. Tasty and good 
food should be eaten first. Food should not be eaten with a person 
who is hungry. It should be remembered that when too much food is 
consumed with a correct purpose, then there is no harm in eating too 
much. For example, a person wishes to eat more so that he can gain 
strength to offer Salah, to keep fast and to carry out those deeds which 
need energy, as they are difficult. In these situations, there is no 
harm in eating excessively. 


Chapter Six 


Ways of commencing a lesson, its sequence 
and amount 

Shaykh-ul-Islam Burhanuddin would always start a 

lesson on Wednesday. He would narrate a Hadis in this regard and 
establish proof from it. The Holy Prophet said: 

j Si), A (_3 tS aj A 

“Nothing is commenced on Wednesday but that it 
reaches completion. 

This was the same manner of Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanifah 
Imam A’zam-e-Abu Hanifah -ASi M has narrated this Hadis 

from his teacher, Shaykh Qawamuddin Ahmad Bin ‘Abdur Rashid 
and I have heard from a few reliable people that Shaykh 
Abu Yusuf HamdanI would stop until Wednesday in order 

to fulfil a good deed. Wednesday also possesses the speciality that 
Allah Js-W created Nur (light) on it. This day is a day of misfortune 
for the unbelievers, while it is a day of blessings for the believers. 

Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanifah -AT M asv has narrated 
from Shaykh QadI ‘Umar Bin Imam ‘Abi Bakr ZarnujI that 

the lessons for the beginner students should be so concise that if the 
student is to read the lesson twice, he can easily memorise it. Every 
day, one word should be increased until eventually even if the lesson 
becomes lengthy, the student will be able to memorise the lesson 


1 Kashf-ul-Khafa, vol. 2, pp. 163, Hadis 2189 
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after reading it twice. The lesson should be gradually increased. If 
the lesson is made lengthy from the beginning and in order for the 
student to understand, there is a need to repeat oneself ten times 
then the student will habitually learn after repetition ten times. This 
habit will not go easily. It is said: 


It is suitable for a student to plan taking up a subject with the topic 
which is more understandable to his intellect than any other topic. 

Shaykh Imam Sharafuddln ‘Aqili used to state that according 

to him, the way of the Shuvukh was correct when they would select 
summarised versions of large texts for the beginner students. This is 
because this type of text is easily understood and memorised. This 
way preserves one from becoming worried and it is traditionally the 
way of the majority of people. 

It is important for a student to take the lesson from his teacher and 
after continuously repeating the lesson; he should preserve this 
knowledge by writing it down, as this is extremely beneficial. 

A student should not write anything which he has not completely 
understood because this type of writing will trouble his temperament 
will take away his intelligence and waste his time. 

A student should attempt to understand the lesson from his teacher, 
otherwise he should try to understand it by concentrating on it 
deeply and through repetition. When the lesson will be concise and 



“The lesson should be one letter, 
while repetition should be a thousand times. 
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there will be more concentration, then comprehension of the lesson 
will be done properly. It is said: 

dr? j ^ Cy^jf* ^ j dr? ^=y 

“To memorise two words is better than listening to two great volumes 
and the comprehension of two words is better than the memorisation 
of two volumes. ” 

When a student becomes lazy in understanding a lesson and he does 
not even attempt to understand it then after doing this once or twice, 
it will become his habit to such an extent that he will not even 
understand the easy points of a lesson. A student should, therefore, 
refrain from being lazy in understanding a lesson but he should 
rather work hard and pray to Allah and beg Him as He accepts 
the Dua of all those who turn towards Him. Allah JkW-, the Creator 
of the sea and the land, will never allow the person who has hope in 
Him to despair. 

Imam Ajal Sayyiduna Qawamuddin Ibrahim Bin Ism’ail Sighar 
ails recited the following verses which are narrated from 
Sayyiduna Qadi Khalil Bin Ahmad Sajazari esp i Aiaa^djk; 


(fjia. J 1 JoAaJI 


“Serve knowledge like the one who benefits from it does and continuously 
learn (knowledge) with praiseworthy wisdom. ” 




SO'C-l l^Lvu 



When you memorise something, repeat it then strengthen it to the 
limits of strength.” 
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“Then note it down so that you can come back to it and (so that) you can 
always find your lesson. ” 


J A | ^ ^ 1 * 9 * Z ft 





“When you become fearless of losing this lesson (in terms of memory), 
then hasten towards something new. ” 


ujjdiioW&jifopi 

o' •'? T > ' ' 




“There should be the repetition of that which has already been learnt 
with preparation for further. ” 


. * ^ 

\JJju . J 





“Have scholarly discourse with the people so that knowledge can be 
kept alive and do not be far from the people of intellect. ” 




“If you hide knowledge, then you will be made to forget until you will not 
be seen as anyone but an ignorant person who has no intellect.” 


uJuJL) I oloJL) I j 2 
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“Then you will be bridled on the Judgement Day with fire, thus suffering 
from a severe torment. ” 


It is important for a student that he continue to conduct discourses, 
debates and intellectual competitions. He should fulfil these things 
with concentration and reflection and he should stay away from 
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anger and causing mayhem. This is because debating and discussing 
is like an intellectual consultation and consultation is done in order 
to gain the truth. The truth can only be established through justice 
and concentration, not through anger and disturbances. If during a 
debate, it is somebody’s intention that he would like to defeat his 
opponent then it is not permissible for such a person to do Munazarrah 
(debate) as Munazarrah is only permissible in order to make the 
truth manifest. It is not permissible for one to say something out of 
context nor is it permissible for a debater to trick the opponent. 
These actions are however permitted when the opponent does not 
have the intention to make the truth manifest but is in fact rebellious. 


It is stated about Imam Muhammad Bin Yahya that when 

a difficult question would be posed to him and he would not know 
the answer, he would say: 



“What you have brought forward is necessary and I will look into it. 
And above every knowledgeable there is one who knows.” 


Debates and competitions are more beneficial in comparison to 
only revising, as there is reminiscence and further information when 
debating and competing. It is said: 


“Competing for one hour is better than one month of revision. ” 

This can only occur when a debate is taking place with a just and 
naturally stable person. Beware that one should not have an intellectual 
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discussion with someone who is unstable (in his nature) and who 
enjoys disgracing others. This is because the nature of a human 
being accepts influence and characteristics transfer (from one person 
to another) and companionship definitely has an effect someday. 


Khalil Bin Ahmad’s aforementioned couplet possesses many benefits. 
Another poet has said: 






‘Amongst the conditions of knowledge for the one who serves it is that it 
makes all the people serve him. ’ 

It is important for a student that he concentrate on the intricacies of 
knowledge at all times because these intricacies can only be 
apprehended through concentration.’ 

This is why someone has said: 

T Sf; 

JJjJo ( J_AU 

“Deliberate, you will understand. ” 


Before speaking it is absolutely necessary that one deliberate so that 
the conversation is full of purpose. This is because a conversation is 
like an arrow. This is why one should ponder before uttering any 
words so that the spoken words are proven to be purposeful. The 
author of ‘Usul-ul-Fiqh’ has stated that the main principle for a 
jurist and debater amongst everything is that they concentrate before 
speaking. Someone has said: 
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“The main principle of wisdom is that the conversation be strong 
and full of concentration. ” 

A poet has stated: 




> ' ' ' 


7 would like to advise you of five things in the form of poetry if you are 
prepared to accept the advice of a kind friend. ’ 




‘Do not he heedless in regard to the purpose behind the discussion, its 
time, how you should be conversing, how long your conversation should 
be and also the place of your discussion. ’ 


It is important for a student that he is always benefitting (with the 
light of knowledge) from someone at all times. The Noble Prophet 
j* has stated: 


s ^ s ' * 9 > ^ * V \ ' 


“Wisdom is the lost inheritance of a believer. Wherever he finds it, he 
should get it .” 1 


Someone has said: 


J- 


JO fa 




“Hold onto the good and forsake what is impure. 


I heard Shaykh Imam Fakhruddln Kashani who used to say 

that one of the maids of Imam Abu Yusuf was with Imam 


Sunan Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 314, Hadis 2696; Firdaus-ul-Akhbar, vol. 1, pp. 352, Hadis 2592 
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Muhammad \ as a trust. Imam Muhammad 
once asked, “Do you remember anything now from the Fiqh 
(jurisprudence) of Imam Abu Yusuf 4 The maid said, “I 
can’t remember anything else but I remember that Imam Abu 
Yusuf ■* 5 fcJtsS s & would say: 


Imam Muhammad 1 «dii # memorised this ruling, as he was 
himself confused about it. However, the maid’s words got rid of every 
doubt and confusion. From this we learn that it is possible to gain 
intellectual benefit from anyone. 

Imam Abu Yusuf was once asked how he gained so much 

knowledge. He replied: 


“I did not feel ashamed to learn from others nor was I stingy in 
benefitting others. ” 

Sayyiduna Ibn-e-‘Abbas was once asked as to how he 

(jtaJ &X>\ /■ had gained so much knowledge. Sayyiduna Ibn-e-‘Abbas 



‘Circulating share is invalid. 



replied: 



A questioning tongue and a wise heart 
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In the early generations, due to excessive questioning, a student was 
known as ‘jjiju’. This was because it was the habit of the students at 

that time that they would often ask, ‘jilllll 3 JlT U’ i.e. what do 
you say about this issue? 

Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanifah M tef-? became a great Faqih 
(jurist) through asking questions, as he would have a lot of 
intellectual discussions and debates in his shop of clothes. From this 
we learn that it is possible to learn knowledge and jurisprudence 
whilst running a business. 

It was a habit of Sayyiduna Abu Hafs Kablr that when 

he would leave in order to earn a living, he would also revise. If a 
student needs to work in order to fulfil his needs, then he should work 
and along with that he should continue his intellectual revision and 
intellectual discourse. He should never be lazy in this regard. A person 
whose body and mind is stable has no excuse which can allow him to 
forsake the seeking of knowledge and jurisprudence. No one can be 
poorer than Imam Abu Yusuf jtaskiisv but in spite of everything, 
poverty and hardship could not stop him from seeking knowledge. 

The person who has a lot of wealth, this pure wealth would be 
extremely good for him if he spent it in the way of sacred knowledge. 
A scholar was asked how he gained so much knowledge. The scholar 
replied, “Due to a rich (and generous) father.” The father used to 
maintain good relations with the knowledgeable people as a result of 
his wealth. So his action became the cause of increasing knowledge. 
His father’s action was a display of gratitude upon the blessing of 
knowledge and wisdom, and gratitude is a cause of development in 
blessings. 

Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanifah AA stated, ‘Indeed 

I have sought knowledge through Hamd and Shukr in a way that 
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whenever I have fully understood any informative thing, I always say 
c *ui Thus my knowledge increases.’ Therefore, a student should 
express gratitude through his wealth, including his tongue and 
other parts of body. He should always consider knowledge and 
comprehension to be granted as a gift by Allah Js-sA, ask for guidance 
from Allah JmA, and establish a routine to make Dua to Allah 
tearfully. Indeed the one who seeks guidance from Allah Js-sA, He Js-sA 
grants him guidance. The Ahl-ul-Haqq i.e. the Ahl-e-Sunnah Wal- 
Jama’at sought guidance from Allah JmA Who is the Guide, the 
Manifest and the Pure. Allah Js-sA granted them guidance and 
safeguarded them from misguidance, while the misguided sects 
remained afflicted with arrogance in regard to their opinions and 
intellects. They wished to find the truth using their intellect; therefore, 
they went astray. 

The intellect is weak because it cannot grasp everything just as a 
person’s sight cannot grasp everything. Thus when these misguided 
people attempted to seek the truth using their intellects, it remained 
hidden from them. When they were unable to recognise the truth, 
they became misguided themselves and misguided others as well. 

The Beloved Prophet has said: 

Ajj aJLaj ya 

“The one who recognises himself recognises his Rab.” 
(Kashf-ul-Khafa, vol. 2,pp. 234, Hadis 2530) 

It means that when a person recognises himself, then he automatically 
gains the power and cognition of Allah JmA. A person should never 
trust his own self and his intellect, but he should rather trust Allah j*sA 
and a person should seek the truth from Allah J«A. As Allah Js-sA 
has stated in the Holy Quran: 
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‘The one who trusts Allah, Allah is enough for him. ’ 

[Kanz-ul-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 23, Surah Al-Talaq, Verse 3) 

Allah guides him to the straight path. If someone is rich, then he 
should never be stingy. Instead, he should seek refuge with Allah 
from stinginess. The Most Blessed Prophet JUs^i j* said: 


Imam Shams-ul-Aimma HalwanI’s father was extremely poor and 
had a difficult life as he would sell sweets and he had a habit of 
sending sweets, etc. to jurists and requesting them to pray for his son. 
His generosity, devotion and extreme passion resulted in his son 
excelling in the levels of knowledge and became a renowned scholar 
of his time. Those who have been blessed with wealth should buy 
books and give them to the jurists. They should also assist in the 
publication of new books. All this will prove to be extremely helpful 
in the propagation of knowledge and understanding. 

It is stated about Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Hasan 
that he was so rich that three hundred people had been appointed 
to deal with his accounts. Imam Muhammad spent all of his money 
on the propagation of knowledge until eventually he did not even 
have one expensive set of clothes. 

Imam Abu Yusuf kshy once saw Imam Muhammad 

in old, torn clothes so Imam Abu Yusuf Jta *1)1 sent a very 



‘Which illness is worse than stinginess?’ 
(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 19, pp. 81, AhadTs 163-164) 


The Path of Knowledge 


53 


beautiful set of clothes to Imam Muhammad Imam 

Muhammad k&r&fa refused and said, “Some people have been 

granted these blessings before us on the earth, while we will receive 
the blessings in the hereafter.” Even though accepting a gift is 
Sunnah, Imam Muhammad did not accept this gift. One reason for 
this can be that there is a chance that he would be disgracing himself 
by accepting this which is impermissible as the Most Beloved 
Prophet j* has stated: 


“It is not (permissible) for a believer to disgrace himself.” 

(Jami Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 112, Hadis 2261) 

It is narrated that Shaykh Fakhr-ul-Islam Arsabandi 
picked the peels of a watermelon from the floor, washed them and 
then ate them. A maid was standing nearby and she saw everything. 
The maid told her master whatever she had seen. As soon as the master 
heard that, he ordered that food be prepared and he invited the Shaykh 
to his home, so he could serve him. Shaykh Fakhr-ul-Islam Arsabandi 
refused to accept the invitation to maintain his self-respect. 

A student should also have integrity; he should protect his self- 
respect and he should not have greed for the wealth of others. 

The Merciful Prophet isSiAij* has said: 




“Beware of greed, for it is present poverty. ’ 
(Al-Mu jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 5 , pp. 403, Hadis 7753 ) 
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The person who has wealth should, therefore, refrain from stinginess, 
but rather he should spend money on himself and on others as the 
Holy Prophet has said: 


“People are dependent due to the fear of dependence. ” 

In the early days, it was the way of the students that they would learn a 
certain skill and then they would turn towards the seeking of knowledge. 
This was done by them so that desire for other people’s wealth would 
not grow in their heart. It is understood through wisdom and 
intelligence anyway that the person who desires to become rich through 
the wealth of others, he will become poor and destitute instead of 
becoming wealthy. An ‘Alim (scholar) who is greedy will neither gain 
respect for knowledge nor can he speak the truth. This is why the Holy 
Prophet J* used to seek refuge from greed as a form of 

teaching his Ummah. The Holy Prophet JUs Jts5 &i>i J* used to 

supplicate in the following manner: 


“I seek refuge with Allah from the greed that takes one to defects. ” 

(Al-Musnad-lil-Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal, vol. 8, pp. 237, Hadis 22082) 

It is essential for a Muslim that he do not have hope in gaining 
anything from anyone besides Allah and it is also vital that he 
do not fear anyone besides Allah JU-sS*-. Does a human being only 
have hope in Allah Js-sS^? Does he only fear Allah The answer 
to this will be found when we establish whether this person goes 
beyond the limits of Sharl’ah or not. This can be analysed when one 
ponders over whether the human being disobeys Allah due to 
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the fear of someone besides Allah or not. If he disobeys 
Allah Jmm- due to the fear of someone apart from Allah Js-A*-, then this 
person does not fear Allah JksSs- alone, but rather he fears someone 
besides Allah If the person does not disobey Allah due to 
the fear of those besides Allah and he stays within the limits of 
Shari’ah, then it will be established that this person does not fear 
anyone besides Allah but rather he only fears Allah JmX One 
can use this same ruling in order to establish how much one has 
hope in Allah’s mercy and how much one has hope in those besides 
Allah AwX 

A student should specify the amount of revision he will do and the 
amount of lessons he will learn because sciences cannot be firmly 
established in the heart unless one thoroughly revises the lessons. 

A student should revise the previous lesson five times a day, the 
lesson from the day prior to that four times a day, the lesson from the 
day prior to that three times a day, the lesson from the day prior to 
that two times a day and the lesson that he learnt six days previously 
once a day. This way is the best way to preserve knowledge. 

A student should not have the habit of revising in his heart (silently) 
but he should actually be active and alert when reading the lesson 
and revising it. One should not however read and revise so loudly 
that he gets quickly tired and due to this, he forsakes memorisation of 
the lesson. As the best of matters are in the middle way, the student 
should adopt the middle way between loudness and silence. 

(Al-Musannaf-li-Ibn ‘AbT Shaybah, vol. 8, pp. 246, Hadis 13 ) 

It is narrated that when Imam Abu Yusuf would have 

scholarly discussions with the great jurists, he would express great 
awareness and freshness. His son-in-law was once present in an 
intellectual conversation. The son-in-law said that he was shocked 
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that his father-in-law had been hungry for five days but in spite of 
that he was so fresh and alert. 

A student should never take leave or miss any lessons, as this is very 
harmful for a student. 

Shaykh-ul-Islam Burhanuddln A)' sAe. used to say that he 
had excelled beyond his fellow classmates due to tire fact that he never 
missed any class. 

A certain incident about Shaykh-ul-Islam Imam Isbijani 41*361 siwcKii 
is mentioned that when he was a student and was busy seeking 
sacred knowledge, the department of education remained closed for 
twelve years due to a revolution that occurred in the country. When 
the Shaykh saw that, he took one of his class fellows and they went 
to a secret place so that it was made possible to seek knowledge. For 
twelve years, the students learnt together until eventually the 
companion of the Shaykh excelled and became renowned, as the 
‘Shaykh-ul-Islam’ of the Shafi’I school of thought and the Shaykh 
himself was also Shafi’I. 

Shaykh Fakhr-ul-Islam Qadi Khan has stated, ‘It is 

important for someone who is learning Fiqh (jurisprudence) that he 
memorise one book of Fiqh forever so that it becomes easier for him 
to gain further information in this science.’ 


Chapter Seven 


Importance of trust 


During his studies, it is essential for a student to have trust in Allah Js-sV 
and it is important that he do not fear or have any sort of grief in 
regard to livelihood and nor do he occupy his heart in such thought 
due to livelihood. Sayyiduna Imam-e-A’zam Abu Hanlfah 
narrated on the authority of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Hasan Zubaydi 
that the Noble Prophet j* has said: 



) ' ^ 
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“The one who gains understanding of the religion of Allah Js-sV, 
Allah secures his needs and provides him livelihood from that 
place where he cannot imagine. ” 

(Jd)ni' Baydn-ul-"llm, pp. 66, Hadis 198) 


The person whose heart is always busy in the thought of livelihood, 
nourishment and clothes, such a person cannot spare enough time 
for the great stations of his character and nor can he have time for 
those issues which are of great worth. A poet has said in regard to 
such a person whilst criticising him: 




“Leave the stations (of character). Do not travel in order to gain 
them. Sit, for you are an eater and wearer (these are your only jobs). ” 


A person once requested Mansur Hallaj to advise him. Mansur 
Hallaj said to the man, “Remember that your inner self (Nafs) is such 
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that if you do not keep it busy in good deeds, then it will make you 
busy in following its desires.” Therefore, everyone should therefore 
keep themselves busy in carrying out good deeds so that their inner 
selves cannot engross them in following desires. An intelligent 
person should not worry about the world. Worry and grief cannot 
get rid of calamity nor can they benefit anyone. To worry and feel 
grief is extremely harmful for the heart, brain and body of a person 
and it brings a great void in carrying out good deeds. A person should 
worry about the hereafter rather than worrying about the world, as 
worrying about the hereafter is extremely beneficial. The Most 
Beloved Prophet J* said: 


“Indeed there are certain sins which can only be compensated 
through worry of (earns of) living.” 


Worry in regard to livelihood mentioned in the Hadis is not to the 
extent that good deeds are hindered due to it and even during Salah, 
a person cannot keep his heart present due to this worry, but rather 
this worry is such that it does not bring disturbance to one’s worship. 
When the worry of livelihood is like this, then it is in conformity with 
worry in regard to the hereafter. 

It is important for a student that he should stay away from worldly 
matters as much as he can. This is why the early scholars used to travel 
in order to learn sacred knowledge. 

When a student travels, he should bear the distresses he faces with a 
smile as Sayyiduna Musa has stated in regard to 

travelling for the sake of knowledge: 



(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. l,pp. 42, Hadis 102) 
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“Wie /zave faced much hardship from this journey. ” 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Surah Kahf, Verse 62) 

Sayyiduna Musa visJisSjUJi had travelled many times during 
his physical life but he never mentioned distress in regard to any 
apart from the travel he embarked upon for the sake of knowledge, as 
he wished to make it known that the path of knowledge is not free 
from suffering. Knowledge is a great thing and according to the 
majority of scholars, seeking knowledge is more virtuous than Jihad. 
It is befitting that the action which has more reward will be harder to 
carry out. The person who bears the distresses that he faces on the 
path of learning the Din, he will gain such pleasure from this which 
will be greater than all the pleasures of the world. 


When Imam Muhammad would stay awake all night and 

eventually be successful in solving an extremely difficult ruling, then 
he would state how the pleasure that he was feeling could never be 
felt by the princes of the world. 


It is extremely important for a student that he do not concentrate on 
anything besides seeking the knowledge of (Islamic) jurisprudence. 
Imam Muhammad has stated that the time of learning 

the Din is from the cradle to the grave. If some unfortunate person 
wishes to turn away from learning the Din for even a second, then he 
should fear, lest time turns its face away from him. This is because 
weak desire can never be fruitful. 


A Faqlh (jurist) came to visit Imam Abu Yusuf at the time 

of Imam Abu Yusuf s death. When Imam Abu Yusuf s soul was about 
to depart from this world, he asked the Faqlh in a display of what is 


The Path of Knowledge 


60 


the importance of knowledge whether throwing stones at the Jimar 
(during Hajj) is more virtuous whilst riding an animal or it is more 
virtuous on foot. When the Faqlh could not answer, Imam Abu Yusuf 
'dz&zj&te-o- gave the reply himself. Thus it is important for a Faqlh 
that he remain busy learning the Islamic jurisprudence at all times 
and that is how he will be able to gain pleasure from seeking the 
knowledge. 

Someone asked Imam Muhammad in a dream: 


Imam Muhammad replied, “I was deliberating on the 

matter of servants who are Makatib (who have an agreement with their 
owners that they will be free if they pay an agreed amount of money) 
and due to this I did not even realise when my soul departed.” 

It is said that Imam Muhammad said during the last part 

of life, “The ruling in regard to the Makatib servants kept me so 
occupied that I had no opportunity to prepare for the Day.” This was 
the humility of Imam Muhammad (One can comprehend 

from the aforementioned narrations how busy he was in seeking the 
knowledge.) 



“How was your condition at the time of death?” 


Chapter Eight 


Suitable time to gain knowledge 

It is said: 


jjkLi jl ^ dij 


“The time for learning the Din is from the cradle to the grave. 


The best time to acquire knowledge is during the early days of one’s 
youth and (in terms of hours) at the time of Sahri and between 
Maghrib and ‘Isha. Since this is a discussion in regard to excellence, a 
student should always be busy acquiring the knowledge. If he is tired 
of one subject, he should learn another. It is stated about Sayyiduna 
Ibn-e-‘Abbas that when he got tired of learning ‘Ilm-ul- 

Kalam, he would ask for a collection of poetry and read it. 

Imam Muhammad would always remain awake at night. 

He would have many types of books with him. When he got tired of 
learning one subject, he would begin to learn another. 

Imam Muhammad would have water near to him, so 

when drowsiness would overcome him, he would splash water over 
his eyes. He would say, “Drowsiness is due to heat; therefore, one 
should get rid of it with cold water.” 
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Chapter Nine 


Importance and excellence of kindness and 
advice 

A student should be extremely friendly and instead of being jealous 
of others, he should advise them because jealousy can never benefit 
anyone but it always causes harm. Shaykh-ul-Islam Burhanuddln 
has stated, “Often the son of an ‘Alim (scholar) is also 
an ‘Alim because a scholar always desires that his students become 
scholars and due to the blessings that come due to this love, kindness 
and selflessness that he has for others, his son will also become an 
‘Alim one day.’ 

It is narrated that Sadr-ul-Ajal Burhan-ul-Aimma Jiss s&i had 

selected a period of time in the afternoon to teach his two sons, 
Sadr-e-Shahld Hasamuddln and Sadr-e-Sayyiduna Tajuddln 
after finishing his duty of teaching his students. One day his two sons 
complained, ‘We felt tired quickly in the afternoon therefore we want 
you to teach us before teaching the other students.’ Shaykh Burhan-ul- 
Aimma afeJteSjSAbr* said, “It was important to teach the students who are 
travellers and come from different parts of the world to learn from 
me.” Thus due to the kindness these two sons of the Shaykh showed 
to the other students, they intellectually exceeded many of the jurists 
of their time. 

A student should always stay away from fights and disputes which 
waste a lot of time. A wise man has said: 
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“The one who does good will be rewarded for his good deed one day, 
while the wrongdoer’s bad deeds are enough for him.” 


Rukn-ul-Islam Muhammad Bin ‘Abi Bakr also known as Mufti 
Khawahir Zadah Jfca iaf? said that Sultan-ush-Shari’ah Yusuf 
Haddani has stated: 







“You should not punish a human being due to his bad deeds but 
what state he is in and what he does is enough for him. ” 


The great scholars of the early generation have stated that the person 
who is filled with the anger which is inciting him to destroy an 
enemy, he should read the aforementioned couplet many times. 


A poet has said: 








‘If you wish that you bring your enemy’s nose into soil and you wish 
that you can kill him in the fire of calamity....’ 






‘...Then you should aim for elevation and increase yourself in 
knowledge. The one who developed in knowledge, the one who is 
jealous of him shall increase in terms of grief. ’ 


O beloved student! You should always remain busy with your work 
and refrain from attempting to defeat your enemies. When you 
concentrate on your work and gain an elevated status, then your 
enemy will automatically be defeated. You should avoid creating 
enmity over inferior issues, otherwise it will disgrace you and will 
also waste your precious time. You, as a student, should be patient 
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and forbearing especially when facing the ignorant people. Sayyiduna 
‘Isa v&uigijte has said: 




“Bear the words of the stupid people once so that 
you can be rewarded tenfold. ” 

Another poet has said: 

J(SS dls£ 'ydlf ill ^35 oJu ^35 J-dj I OpJ 


7 tested the people generation after generation. I did not see anything 
but arrogant people and those who hold hatred in their hearts. ’ 


Slat*! y j h^rjl ijl jJj 

7 did not see anything harsher and more difficult than the enmity of 

the people. ’ 




ljJ» *txisS)l S3I5J0 


7 tasted many of the sourest things. There is nothing sourer than asking 

(begging). ’ 


O beloved student! Do not have suspicion in regard to the Muslims. It 
is suspicion which creates enmity and it is forbidden (Haram). The 
Holy Prophet j* said: 

“Think good of the believers. ” \ff- \fdn 

(Al-Mujam-ul-Kablr, vol. 23, pp. 156, HaclTs 239) 


Suspicion in regard to a Muslim occurs due to negative thoughts and 
bad intentions. Abu Tayyib has said: 
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‘When a person’s actions are bad, his thoughts become polluted 
until he begins to accept the delusions that are in his mind. ’ 


p-Uia iJjJLh ya Aj\ Ac- J 


‘(This person who has negative thoughts for others) holds enmity 
with his loved ones upon the comments of his enemies and he even 
spends his days in the dark nights of doubt. ’ 


Another poet has said: 




85 




t> {.y- ~u ' 




‘Stay away from the bad actions and do not return to them and whoever 
you plan to do good to, increase yourself in goodness. ’ 


5JX5 H is* 1 S 1 
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‘You will be freed from all the deceptions of your enemy. When your 
enemy deceives you, do not deceive him. ’ 

Shaykli ‘Abul Fath Busti has stated: 

vsvi^ij di dp. 


fP ^ jp' d 


“A wise man is not free from (the harm) of an ignorant man. An ignorant 
man targets him oppressively and with transgression. ” 


(jl I'A-V'hl' fjTdy 




‘(A good person) should choose peace upon the fight of his enemy and 
he should maintain silence. ” 


Chapter Ten 


How to obtain benefit 


A student should always be busy and active so that he can gain 
perfection. The best way of learning and benefitting for a student is to 
always have a pen and an inkpot with him, so he can immediately 
write those points which are beneficial. It is said: 


ff L-JcS" la a->- 


“The one who memorised something, it will flee from him and the one 
who writes something it is established. ” 

It is said, “Knowledge is that which is gained after it is imparted by 
the scholars because knowledge is the essence of their life.” Whatever 
the scholars hear, they safeguard that which is the best and the most 
beautiful and whatever they utter is the best of what they have 
safeguarded.’ 

I heard Shaykh-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Adib Mukhtar asA-eCfe saying, 
“Sayyiduna Hilal Bin Yasir jus ^ stated that he saw the Holy 
Prophet JUs^bsisfcJtsSafsi j* teaching the knowledge and wisdom to the 
Sahabah (companions). He requested, “O the Prophet of Allah! 
Teach me whatever you taught the companions.” The Holy Prophet 
JUs«fe^Jts5*isi j* asked, ‘Do you have an inkpot with you.” Sayyiduna 
Hilal iii replied, “I have no inkpot with me.” The Beloved 

Prophet stated, “O Hilal Bin Yasir, do not separate the 

inkpot from yourself because the inkpot and the one who has inkpot, 
they both are good until the Judgement Day.’ 

Sadr Shahid Hasamuddln said when advising his son, 

Shamsuddin W' “You should learn something from 
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knowledge and wisdom every day. One day this knowledge will gather 
and become a great treasure.’ 

It is stated about Sayyiduna ‘Asam Bin Yusuf that he once 

bought a pen in return for one thousand dinars so that he could write 
those things which are beneficial. 

O beloved student! Life is extremely short and the ocean of knowledge 
is extremely vast. A student should not waste his time at all. He should 
consider his nights and free time as a blessing and obtain benefit 
from them. Sayyiduna Mu’az Bin Razi has stated: 


(XLflS L) Bj t- J 14^ cLbU-a-) 


“The night is long so don’t shorten it with your sleep. 

The day is enlightened so don’t make it impure with your sins.” 


A student should value the companionship of the elders and he 
should benefit from them as much as he can. This is because that 
which he forsakes can never be gained by him again. This was 
explained by our beloved teacher, Shaykh-ul-Islam Burhanuddln 
(author of Al-Hidayah) as he humbly hinted towards 
this lesson when he said, “I found the time of many elders but sadly I 
could not obtain benefit from them.” 


Upon the loss of gaining benefit, I wrote: 


* 9. 
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“Sorrow, sorrow! Sorrow upon the loss of companionship (of the 
elders)! Whatever perishes can never be regained. ” 
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Sayyiduna ‘All jusiiia.Js' has stated, “When you begin a task, 

then become engrossed in it to such an extent that you are always 
busy attempting to complete it. Turning away from the knowledge of 
the Din is enough for disgrace in this world and the next. Therefore 
one should seek refuge with Allah from this throughout the 
night and day.” 

A student should be patient upon the calamities and disgraces he has 
to face on the path of knowledge. Flattery is indeed a condemned 
action but if a student has to do this then it is fine as a student has to 
sometimes flatter his teachers and fellows. It is said: 


“Knowledge is such a respect that there is no disgrace in it and every 
respect is only gained after disgrace. ” 

A poet has stated: 





‘I see that you have an inner self (Nafs) which you wish to grant respect 
but you will not gain respect until you disgrace it. ” 


Chapter Eleven 


Piety when acquiring knowledge 


Some pious people have narrated a Hadis in this regard from the 
Noble Prophet Jtasiii J* who said: 


^ ^ 9 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ) ** y S' 
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“The one who did not become pious during his studies, Allah JOrO 
will test him with one of three things. Either He makes him die in 
his youth or Allah Jfe-O sends him into village after village (helpless) 
or Allah Js-sO afflicts him with the slavery of the rulers.” 

The more pious a student is, the more beneficial his knowledge will 
be and the easier it will become for him to seek knowledge and the 
fruits (results) of such knowledge become obvious. The greatest piety 
for a student is that he should refrain from eating, sleeping and 
talking excessively. If it is possible, a student should abstain from 
junk food and that food which is sold in the markets. This is because 
food from the market brings a person closer to deception and filth, 
while it also distances a person from the remembrance of Allah JU-sSs-. 
This is because the poor and destitute people look at the food which 
is sold in the markets and because they cannot buy that food due to 
their destitution, they are disheartened, thus blessings are removed 
from that food. 


It is narrated that Imam Jalil Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Fadl 
(JU5 cull did not even eat food from the markets during his studies. 

His father used to stay in a village and prepare food for his son to 


69 



The Path of Knowledge 


70 


bring it on every Friday. One day when his father came with the 
prepared food, he saw the bread, bought from the market, in the 
room of Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Fadl As soon as his 

father saw this, he was extremely furious and did not talk to his son. 
Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin Fadl explained, “I did not buy 

this bread from the market but my friend had brought it to me 
without my permission.” His father started rebuking him, “If you 
had had (the characteristics of) humility and piety in you, your friend 
would not have had the audacity to do this.” This is an example of 
how great the piety of the great leaders of Islam is. This is why these 
blessed souls have always been busy in the propagation of knowledge 
and it is due to these sacrifices that their names will remain 
prominent until the Judgement Day. 

A pious jurist once advised a student, “It is necessary for you to stay 
away from backbiting and to refrain from talkative students. The 
jurist explained how the one who makes useless talk will waste the 
life and the time of this student. 

It is also from the pious actions that people avoid the companionship 
of those who bicker, sin and waste their time in useless things and 
instead seek companionship with the pious, as companionship has 
an effect which will become apparent one day. A student should 
always sit facing the Qiblah and act upon the Sunnah of the Prophet 
j* strictly. A student should consider the prayers of others 
to be blessings and he should always save himself from the curse of 
an oppressed person. 

It is narrated that two students went overseas in order to seek 
knowledge. They both studied together for two years. When they 
both returned to their hometown after two years, one had become a 
Faqlh (jurist), while the other was void of knowledge and excellence. 
The scholars and jurists of the hometown researched into the 
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situation and manner in which the two students behaved, including 
how they sat and how they revised, etc. The scholars found that the 
one who had returned as a jurist had the habit of facing the Qiblah 
when revising, while the one who was void of knowledge used to sit 
lazily, with his back towards the Qiblah. The jurists and scholars 
came to the conclusion that the student had become a jurist through 
the blessings of facing the Qiblah. To face the Qiblah whilst being 
seated is Sunnah. There is also a chance that this was a result of the 
prayers made by the pious, as there is no town which does not have 
pious people in it. It is entirely possible that one of these pious people 
prayed for this student. It is, therefore, important that a student do 
not be lazy in regard to etiquette and Sunnah because the one who is 
lazy in maintaining etiquette, he is also lazy in Sunnah and the one 
who is lazy in acting upon the Sunnah, he will soon be deprived of the 
obligations. The unfortunate person who is deprived of the obligations 
will be deprived on the Judgement Day. A student should punctually 
perform Nafl (supererogatory) Salah and he should always take into 
consideration the fear and devotion that should be with a person when 
he is performing Salah because these things will prove to be helpful in 
his seeking of knowledge. 

Shaykh Jalll Hajjaj Najamuddin ‘Umar Bin Muhammad Nasfl 
has stated in his poetry: 


‘Be punctual in (carrying out) the commanded and (in avoiding) the 
forbidden and be punctual in Salah. ’ 

lla i L > Lfrl-S-t O tjuJaJ Li ^kx***lj QiUlj 


‘Seek the sciences of Shan’ah and work hard and take assistance from 
good actions. You will become a great jurist. ’ 
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‘Ask your Allah for the preservation of your memory through His great 
favour, as Allah is the best of protectors. ’ 


The following stanza is also written by Shaykh Sayyiduna Najamuddin 


“Obey, work hard and do not be lazy, as you are to return to your Rab. 

“Do not sleep at night, for the best of creation are they who sleep little at 

night. ” 


A student should always have books with him so that he can revise as 
soon as he is free. A wise man has said: 




& j ?& a yL: si & 


“The one who does not have a book under his sleeve, wisdom cannot be 
established in his heart. ” 


It is beneficial for him to keep a notebook with him as well so that 
he can write down whatever beneficial thing he hears. He should 
also keep an inkpot with him so that there is no difficulty in writing 
down the main points he hears as was mentioned in the Hadis of 
Hilal Bin Yasir previously. 


Chapter Twelve 


That which improves memory and that which 
causes forgetfulness 


To work hard, to value the time, to eat less than appetite, to offer 
Salah-tut-Tahajjud and recitation of the Holy Quran are at the 
forefront of the means to improve one’s memory. It is said that 
there is nothing else which can improve memory more than looking 
at the Holy Quran and reading it. It is more virtuous to recite the 
Quran by looking at it. 

Sayyiduna Shaddad Bin Hakim saw one of his companions 

in a dream and asked him, “Which thing have you found the most 
beneficial?” The companion replied, “To look at the Holy Quran and 
read it.” 


A student should recite the following when he picks up a book: 


) ) 
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After every Salah the following Wazifah (incantation) should be 
recited: 



jib J ^-\j\ 4 iiU dJJ 
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A student should send Salat upon the Holy Prophet jisSiiiJ* 

in abundance, as the Noble Prophet JUs* sb^JjisSiA! j* is the mercy for 
the universe. A poet (Imam Shafi’i has stated: 







“I complained to Sayyiduna Waki’ (my teacher) of bad 

memory. He guided me to forsake sins. ” 


tjf LiJ 4 1 ' 
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“For memory is a blessing from Allah and the blessings of Allah are not 

given to a sinner. ” 

In the same way, using Miswak, honey, gum with sugar and eating 
twenty one raisins also strengthens memory, granting a human being 
cure for many illnesses. Eating those things (already mentioned 
earlier in the book) which get rid of phlegm also help to improve the 
memory. 

Amongst the things which decrease memory are to commit sins 
excessively, to be worried about worldly matters, to be busy in 
unnecessary things, to possess love for the world and those things 
(already mentioned earlier in the book) which produce phlegm. 

We have already mentioned that it is not suitable for a student to 
worry about worldly matters, as worry in this regard is a total loss 
and there is no benefit in this anxiety. This sort of worry causes the 
heart to be darkened, while worrying about the hereafter enlightens 
the heart. The effect of this becomes apparent in Salah because the 
worry about the world hinders him from goodness, while worry in 
regard to the hereafter encourages him towards goodness. It should 
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be remembered that performing Salah with humility and presence 
of heart, and keeping busy in seeking knowledge, get rid of grief 
and worries. 

Sayyiduna Nasr Bin Hasan Marghinani has stated in his 

Qasldah: 


“Prepare O Nasr Ibn Hasan to learn every science which can be 
treasured. ” 


* - - %.» 


Cr^y 





“This is that which nullifies woes and other things apart from 
(learning knowledge) cannot be trusted. ” 

Shaykh Imam Ajal Najamuddin ‘Umar Bin Muhammad Nasfl 
once said to his maid who had offspring from him: 




“Salutations to the one who has fascinated me with the freshness 
of her cheeks and the respectability of her gaze.” 




“I have been captured in love by a beautiful young woman. The minds 
are amazed when they look at the reality of her characteristics. ” 
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“I told her to leave me and excuse me, for I am busy seeking knowledge 
and making it manifest. ” 


«, ^ j ^ ? ^9 9 9 S 
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“I have independence from the songs of beautiful women and their 
smell due to being engrossed in seeking knowledge, virtue and piety.” 


Causes of forgetting knowledge 

Amongst those things which cause knowledge to be lost are eating 
fresh coriander, eating sour apples, looking at the one being hanged, 
reading gravestones, walking in between a row of camels, leaving 
lice alive on the ground and putting patches on a pillow. 


Chapter Thirteen 


That which brings livelihood and that which 
reduces it; that which increases it and that 
which decreases it 


Those things which bring about difficulty in livelihood 

Food is also important for a student. Knowing those things which 
increase livelihood and bring about blessing in life and health is also 
important for a student that he continue to fulfil his aims. The 
scholars have written monumental books in this regard. I am only 
narrating a few things here. 

The Holy Prophet said: 


jyi 4 iySfj % jiiji ijj i 





“Al-Qadr (destiny) can only be changed through Du’a, and life can 
only be increased through good deeds. Indeed a man is deprived of 
livelihood which has reached him due to sin.” 

(Al-Mustadrak lit Hakim, vol. 2, pp. 162, Hadis 1857) 

It is proven from the aforementioned Hadis that committing sins 
deprives one of livelihood especially sins such as lying, as lying causes 
poverty and dependency. There is a Hadis narrated in this regard. 
Sleeping in the morning is also a means of being deprived of 
livelihood and sleeping excessively creates poverty and dependency. 
Furthermore, sleeping excessively causes ignorance. 
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A poet has said: 


q-Uillelp' 
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f 

)'y* 


“The pleasure of the people is in the wearing of clothes and gathering 
knowledge is in the forsaking of sleep.” 




(S I**’ Vw*5o . 


“Is it not loss that nights pass without any benefit even though they are 
being classed as being part of life?” 

Another poet has said: 






“O student! Wake up at night so that you can be guided. How much you 
sleep at night even though life is about to finish. ” 


The following actions cause livelihood to decrease 

1. To sleep unclothed 

2. To urinate shamelessly 

3. To eat by resting on one side 

4. To be lazy in picking up the particles of bread, etc. lying on the 
dining-mat 

5. To burn the peels of onion and garlic 

6. To sweep the dust with a handkerchief in the home 

7. To sweep at night 

8. To leave rubbish in the home 

9. To walk in front of the Shuyukh (scholars) 
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10. To call parents by their names 

11. To pick the teeth with anything lying on the ground 

12. To wash hands with mud or soil 

13. To sit at the entrance 

14. To stand leaning against the door 

15. To perform Wudu in the bathroom 

16. To sew clothes while they are worn 

17. To dry the face with the clothes worn 

18. Leaving a spider’s web in the home 

19. To be lazy in (offering) Salah 

20. To leave in haste after (offering) Salat-ul-Fajr 

21. To go to the market early in the morning 

22. To return late from the market 

23. To buy the bread asked by a beggar 

24. To curse one’s own children 

25. To not clean the cooking utensils 

26. To extinguish the oil lamp by blowing on it 

The abovementioned points cause poverty and dependency. These 
points have been taken from different Ahadis. In the same way, 
other causes of poverty and dependency include: 

27. To write with a broken pen which has been tied with something 

28. To use a broken comb 


The Path of Knowledge 


80 


29. To stop making Dua for parents 

30. To tie the ‘Imamah while sitting 

31. To wear trousers while standing 

32. To be stingy 

33. To be lazy 

34. To evade the virtuous deeds 

Those actions which increase livelihood 

The Merciful Prophet said: pjJalb jjyJl \fydA\ i.e. 

seek the descent of livelihood through Sadaqah. ’’ 

Waking up early in the morning is a means of increasing blessings 
especially livelihood is increased from this. In the same way, writing 
in good handwriting is a key to livelihood. Also livelihood increases 
by smiling and talking politely. 

It is stated in regard to Sayyiduna Hasan Ibn ‘All that he 

said, “Keeping the house and the cooking utensils clean results in 
wealth. Offering Salah with devotion and taking into consideration 
the performance of all Wajib and Sunnah actions is a strong way of 
expanding livelihood.” 

Offering Salat-ud-Duha (Chasht Salah) is very beneficial for livelihood. 
To recite Surah Al-Waqi’ah especially at night as well as the recitation 
of Surah Al-Mulk, Surah Muzzammil, Surah Layl and Surah Alam- 
Nashrah is a means of increasing livelihood. Other means include: 

1. To go to the Masjid prior to the call of Azan 

2. To stay in the state of Wudu at all times 
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3. To perform Sunnah of Fajr and Witr (of Tsha) at home 


4. To not discuss anything worldly after the Witr 

5. To refrain from sitting with women for no important reason 

6. To abstain from talking uselessly 
Someone has said: 


“The one who busies himself in something that has no connection to 
him, he loses that which matters to him. ” 

Someone has said, “When you see someone who talks excessively 
then you should be certain that he is stupid.” 

Sayyiduna ‘All has stated: 


“When intellect is complete, conversation decreases.” 
I said in this regard: 


“When the intellect of a human being is complete, his conversation 
becomes less. Be certain of a person’s stupidity if he speaks a lot.” 

Another poet has said: 








' Talking is beauty and silence is safety. If you talk then do not exceed 

(in it). ” 
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“I have never been ashamed at my silence, but I have been ashamed of 
talking many times. ” 


Amongst the Wazaif that increase livelihood are 

1. To recite the following a hundred times daily at Subh-e-Sadiq 
before Fajr Salah: 



o-c^oj aiil aill 


2. To recite the following a hundred times daily in the morning and 
in the evening: 


iudi 4ii\ a_ji h 


3. To invoke the following 33 times daily after Fajr and Maghrib 
Salah: 


<011 ^1 aJI ^ 


44il 




4. To do Istighfar 40 times after Fajr Salah 

5. To recite the following abundantly: 

ak % sjJ % 

6. To recite Salat upon the Holy Prophet 3* in abundance 


7. To recite the following 70 times on Friday: 

J^\ j — o-C- (2^ J^2 flJ A J 5 (^9^ ^ Ul 
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8. To recite the following every morning and evening: 

p\L\ aii! di! .jLjliji dud! aii! cii i( a^dL! aii! di! 
y^\ pfc .sSiiilij odd! .jiiiij di! jM. aii! di! J 3 \ 
<d!j ail! di! ail! di! <j£\j 

A N ail! di! , S\$ % j y p &J\ & 6$ ail! di! J' 
\yt ,2 54=4 pj 2 ja j jl; p lid!! aii! di! ,di\ ^ 
di! i aii "2 aii! di! ,^ji\ ^ji\ di! v\ aii S ais\ di! 

H .j^sdi jii! jyji ^il! ^jd! pim j^lii! dual! 
.2 g4 jdi-! aidii 2 .j^aal! y^U! jaii! di! ^ aii 

( a^i! !>j OjldJ! jU 


Those actions which increase lifetime 

The actions which become a means for increasing lifetime are: 

1 . To per form good deeds 

2. To avoid hurting others 

3. To obey and respect the elderly 

4. To keep good relations 

5. To recite the following thrice in the morning and in the evening: 
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Ajj j Sj&j Jl J pJu«Jl j (jlj^ujl s-J-f 4jbl 

jei^j gijUi ^i=! diiij alii h\ 4 % dii iiiij i^Lij 

Ajjj Lvb^Sl jaJj«JI 


1. To refrain from cutting evergreen trees without a reason 

2. To perform Wudu correctly keeping in view the Sunnah way 
(of performing it). 

3. To offer Salah with humility and the presence of heart 

4. To perform Hajj and ‘Umrah wearing same Ihram i.e. to perform 
Hajj Qiran 


5. To take care of your health 


The aforementioned points result in increasing the age. 

It is important for a student that he learn something from ‘Ilm-ut-Tib 
(medicine) and should especially read those Aliadis which have been 
narrated in regard to medicine. These narrations have been gathered 
by Shaykh Imam ‘Abul ‘Abbas Mustaghfm in his book, 

‘Tib-un-Nabawf . 


6 9^ t9 SS C 9 ' 

“The one who seeks it will find it. ” 

JAasi ^ All) | tUAll Ab 


^ ^ ^ CsP 1 OM* 
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Glossary 


Note: This glossary consists of only an introductory explanation to 
Islamic terms. For thorough understanding, please consult some 
Sunni scholar. 

Du’a [ti]: Supplication 

Fajr i^i]: One out of the five Fard Salah 

Fard It is an obligation without performing which one cannot be 

freed from duty and if some act is Fard in worship, the worship will not be 
accomplished without performing that act. Not performing a Fard 
deliberately is a grave sin. 

Hadis Saying or tradition of the Noble Prophet J* 

Hamd [^] : A poetic eulogy for glorification of Allah Js-sS^ 

Haram [r*'T>-]: It is opposite of Fard; committing it deliberately even once 
is a grave sin. 

Hijri [s Jr^]: Islamic calendar 

Imam A Muslim who leads others in congregational Salah. 

Kanz-ul-Iman jy5 ]: Name of the Urdu translation of the Holy Quran 
by Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Al-Haj, Al-Hafiz, Al-Qari Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan 

Makruh [-hUT]: Disliked 

Maktaba-tul-Madinah UElli]: The publishing department of 

Dawat-e-Islami 

Mufti [jdi]: An authorized scholar who is expert in Islamic jurisprudence 
to answer religious queries. 
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Nafl [jij]: Supererogatory act/worship 

Nafs Centre of sensual desires in human body, psyche 

Rab [vj]: A sacred name of Allah Js-id- 

Qiblah [Al|]: The direction which Muslims face during Salah etc. 

Shar’i According to Shari’ ah 

Sharl’at/Shari’ah [iiTd]: Commandments of Allah and His Noble 
Prophet JisSiii J* 

Salat/Salat- ‘Alan-Nabi Cjr [jdi' sbC?]: Supplication for asking blessings 
for the Holy Prophet J* 

Shahid [-Cfd]: A martyr who sacrifices his life in service of Islam. 

Sunnah The traditions of the Noble Prophet jfcjfaai&i j* 

Surah [SjJd]: Chapter of the Holy Quran 
Tafsir \J~Jii]: Exegesis of the Holy Quran 

Taqwa [i_j d] : An attribute of a Muslim indicating great fear from Allah Jfe-d 

Tarlqat [edl yi]: Methodology of Islamic Mysticism 

Wajib [<--=- 1}]: It is an obligation without performing which one will not be 
freed from obligation and if a Wajib act is missed in worship, that worship 
will be considered defective; however the worship will be considered 
performed. Not performing a Wajib once deliberately is a minor sin and 
leaving it a few times is a grave sin. 

Wudu [ydj]: Ritual ablution which is a pre-requisite for Salah, Tawaf and 
for touching the Holy Quran etc. 

Ummah [*-*!]: Believers of the Noble Prophet >ij* as a whole 
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Transliteration Chart 
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A/a 

Js 

J 

R/f 

J 

L/l 

1 

A/a 
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Z/z 

f 
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S_J 
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sA 

S/s 

q 

V/v, 

o 

T/t 

J> 

Sh/sh 


W/w 
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LJ 

T/t 

lP 

S/s 

3/ 9 /jb 

H/h 

Cj 

S/s 

CP 

P/d 

sS 

Y/y 


J/j P T/t Y/y 


Ch 

Ji 

Z/z 


A/a 

H/h 

e. 

c 

A 

U/u 

Kh/kh 

e. 

Gh/gh 


I/i 

D/d 

si 

F/f 

•ji 

OJuo 3 

U/u 

D/d 

ti 

Q/q 

i») 

OJlq ^5 

I/i 

Z/z 

d) 

K/k 

OJuo 1 

A/a 

R/r 

J 
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